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HENLEY-ON-THAMES MARKET PLACE CIRCA 1890

HALE’S BAKERY CIRCA 1895

Copy from original by kind permission of Lawlor's 14 Reading Rd.
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Owners: Kingham Developments Limited
Cressex House, Cressex Road
High Wycombe/Buckinghamshire

Listed Buildings Entry:

*018. Silver grey brick facade with red quoins and window
dressings. Bracketed, moulded, wood cornice, parapet with stone
coping. 3 storeys, 5 windows, all sashes with glazing Dbars.

Central portion of 3 bays breaks forward and is carried up to
pediment with crowning cornice. Tympanum carries a semi-circular
red brick panel. Ground floor has altered, Cl19 shop front with
cast iron corner pillars, tiled plinth and sides, no glazing

bars remain. Massive, reproduction panelled doors to carriageway
entrance at western side.’

Setting and History

No. 20 Market Place occupies an important position on the north
side of the medieval market place. Henley is considered to have
come into existence as a new town in the early 13th century, and
the rectilinear shape of its narrow burgage plots is evidence of
a planned lay-out along the cigar shaped market place (now Hart
Street, Market Place, West Hill and and Gravel Hill).

Henley owes its prosperity to its position on the Thames and its
early bridge ( built c¢. 1200 ). The Thames remained navigable

from here downstream, when much of the upper reaches to Oxford
became unnavigable. The collection and transport of grain/malt
and timber for the capital were Henley’s main concerns. The
event of the coaching trade in the 18th century made Henley an
important centre of communications. Many coaching inns were
built or modernized during that period, and many timber-framed
houses were either given a new Georgian brick facade or rebuilt.

There can be little doubt, that 20 Market Place was also rebuilt
during this period of prosperity, replacing part of an earlier
building . Parts of a timber-framed wing remain under steeply
pitched roofs (areas 16 and 17 of first floor plan, and 23 of
second floor plan).
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Before the house became the furnishing business 'Yardstick' in
1972, and in 1977 Simon Thomas, the furniture business, it had
been a baker’'s and confectioner's since at least 1895. Kelly's
street directory calls it the 'Model Bakery' owned by Stephen
Hales, providing ‘'refreshment rooms & private +tea gardens’'. In

1962 Lawleor's bakery +took over the last ten years of Bob Hales
lease.

The first 25 " OS5 map of Henley of 1878 (copy enclosed) is
useful to find the households enumerated during the Census
Returns of 1841 tc 1881. The two public houses ’The Feathers'’
and the 'King's A+rms’' are marked on the map and mentioned in the
returns at the start and end of the Market Place north. However
the intervening households do not match the number of houses on
the map, due to varying subdivisions, empty houses and multiple
ownership. Information gathered from street directories and the
'Faculty for Pews in the Parish Church’, which allocated seats
to the burgesses of Henley according to where they lived, helped
to place the occupants of Market Place north more securely.'The
Feathers’' was where Spiers Travel is today, next came Mr. Crouch
the grocer, Mr. Palmer the postmaster, Mr. Plumbe, alderman and
draper occupied 3 houses, one of which was to become the London
& County Bank, followed by J.H Brooks, surgeon. ( See enclosed
copy of Census Returns 1881, 1871, 1861 and 1851 [84H.

In 1830 the street directory mentions a James Brook, surgeon as
living in New Street; by 1842 the directory placed J.H. Brooks
in Market Place, where he continued until his death in 1886 aged
79 (Parish Registers). By 1871 the Census Returns also mention
his son, general practioner Arthur Brooks at the same address.
He predeceased his father in 1883, which probably accounts for
the fact that the house ceased to be a surgery towards the end
of the century and became a 'model bakery’.

Two other probable previous owners are John Robson, druggist, to
whom a faculty for a pew was granted in 1787 for the ’'freehold
premises on the north side of Market Place’ ( its neighbours
were not freehold, but bridge rent properties). He in turn sold
it to Thomas Bartlett, who is still recorded there in the 1830s,
but we do not know his profession.
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Census Returns Market Place North 1881 (taken from Bell

Street)

FEnum.No.Householder Age No.of depend. Status/Occup.
1 Charles'Bye 41 sister & her grocer & inn-

4 children keeper
2 R.A. Crouch 43 w.,5 child. grocer & wine

1 servant merchant
3 Benj. Palmer 54 w.,5 child. postmaster

son Will:book- 1 daugh.assist.

seller & stationer

4 Wm. Plumbe 60 w.,8 child. magistrate
2 ass.drapers alderman & drap.
2 servants
5 J.H.Brooks T4 w.,4 child. General Pract.
3 servants
son A.D. also Gen. Practitioner
6 Arthur Coates 25 w.,2.child, manager/supply
2 apprent.lserv. store
s John C. Miller 57 w., 4 child clerk of bank
1 servant
8 Wm. Perrin 37 w., 4 child. boot & shoe
2 servants dealer
9 George Jackson 28 w., 1 child grocer 7?7
10 Annie Maire 44 lodger widow, lady'’s
nurse
14, Sarah H. Mott 47 3 children dairy milk
seller & shop
keeper
12 Kings Arms 31 9 lodgers plus married
Caroline Wheeler mother
13 Wm.Lovegrove 66 w. bootmaker
14 James Standish 34 gen. lab.
15 Greyhound P.H.( this is in the central part of Market Pl
West Hill
31 James Jannaway 46 w. 2 child Police station
Sergeant of Pol.
3 Lewis Coates 56 w, 1 child Superintendent

3 pol. constables of police



Census Returns Market Place North

Age

No.of depend.

1871 (from Bell Street)

Status/QOccup.

Enum.No.Householder

1. 'The Feathers'
Ch. Bye

2 R.A. Crouch

3 Ben. Palmer

4 Wm.Plumbe

5 - continued -

6 J.H.Brooks

7 J.C.Miller
The Bank

8 Rebecca Alderson

married

9 Wm.James Bendy

10 Rob. Rogers

11 Rich.Potter
'Kings Arms’

West Street

12 Lewis Coates
Police Station

13 James Jannaway
Police Station

14 George Heath

32

33

45

50

47

3l

45

76

46

31

43

sister/house-
keeper & her
4 children

w.,3 child
2 servants

w.,7 child.
1 son assist.
in post office

w.,10 child.
3 servants

.,6 child.
servants
med.pupil

- W g

w., 6 child
1 servant

Th.Rose son
also =

w., 2 child.
1 apprent.

w,, 5 child.

w., d.,son/law
(butcher)3 ch.

w., 4 child.

w., 5 child.

innkeeper
victualler &
grocers assist.

grocer, empl.
2 boys

china & glass

shopkeeper

linen & wooll.
draper, 3 assist
a millinery

Surgeon

son A.D. also
gen. practition.
banker's clerk
leather, boots

& shoe merchant

saddler, employv.
1l man,l1 apprent.

engine fitter

publican, wvict.
& ropemaker

superintendent

sergeant of pol.

bricklayer



Census Returns

Market Place North

No.of depend.

1861 (from Bell Street)

Enum.No.Householder Age Status/Occup.
1 Robert Bye 63 wife victular
'Feathers'’
2 R.A. Crouch 23 aunt, shopman grocer
Grocers shop domestic serv.
3 B.Palmer i w..,5 child. china dealer &
China & Glass shop 2 assist. stationer
(wife shop keeper)
4 Wm. Plumbe 40 w., 3 child alderman, draper
Draper's warehouse 1 milliner tailor
1 serv.,l nurse.,4 linen drapers
5 J.H.Brooks 54 w., 7 child. Surgeon
Surgery son. Arth. Doyley also surgeon
3 domestic servants
6 R. Russel 28 w.,2 drapers ass. linen draper
Drapers Warehouse 1 servant
7 J.Ch.Miller 37 w., 6 child. bankers clerk
Bank 2 servants
8 Thomas Rose 44 w., 4 child. leather cutter
9 Benj. Neville 61 sister baker
{housekeeper)
10 Jos. Bisley 63 W.; 3 @ehild. master tailor
(one son a tailor)
11 M. Lotting 50 female lodger/dressmaker

West Street

12

13

14

15

R. Potter 64

'The Kings Arms’ P.H.

Jos.A.Rowles 7 41
John Clinch 7 75
shop

J.M.Guggenheim
shop

-

., 3 child. victualler &
grandchild ropemaker

o i T dyver?
servant

., 21child. coachman to

innkeeper

photographer



Census Returns Market Place North 1851 (from Bell Street)

Enum.No.Householder Age No.of depend. Status/Occup.
i John Th. Marlow 25 w., 2 child. publican
2 Th.H. Crouch 46 w., b6 child., grocer

1 servant
- One house uninhabited -

3 Wm. Plumbe 30 w., 1 child draper, tailor
sister/law empl. 10 lab.
1 assist., 1 nurse, 1 servant

- One house uninhabited -

- One house uninhabited - (pos. The Turk's Head ? )
4 J.H. Brooks 14 w., 8 child. surgeon
3 servants 1 assistant

— One house uninhabited -

5 R. Coates 35 w.,3 child. relieving officer

1 serv. Register Births
and Deaths

X 5 Ben. Holdin 37 w. ?

6 Thom. Rose 34 2 child. 1 serv. leather cutter

7 Ben. Neville 57 sister, lodger baker, empl.

1 assistant

8 Isaac Southgate 37 wife = ladies cordwainer
boots bender

9 Rich. Potter 54 w., 4 child. rope maker

2 lodgers, 1 serv.

West Street

10 Susanah Humphreys 42 5 child. green grocer
2 lodgers
11 Thomas Cook 32 w., 1 child poulterer

sister/law

NB. No Police station yet
NB. 4 houses empty in this short stretch



Census Returns Market Place North 1841 (taken from Bell
Street)
Ennum.No.Householder Age No.of depend. Status/Occup.
1 Wm. Wright 42 w., 3 child. Carpenter
+ H.& m. Willis 2 children
2 Thomas Crouch 37 2 child. 1 appr. Grocer
2 servants
3 Thomas Crouch 63 w. 1 servant Farmer
Henry Champion 34 4 child. 1 serv. Visitor 7
4 John Plumbe 48 3 ? servants Draper
Emma Plumbe 18
5 Obadiah Andrews 27 2 sisters ? Corn dealer
6 John Mattingly 32 W., 4 child. Upholsterer
1 serv., 1 lodg.?
7 James Brooks 35 w., 5 child. Surgeon
3 serv. 2 lodgers ?
8 Wm. Gardener 50 w., 3 child. Grocer
9 Thomas Hester 60 w., 2 child. Registrar
2 serv.
10 Sarah Allen 50 3 child., 1 lod.? Schoolmistress
1 grandchild ?
11 Benj. Neville 42 w., 2 serv. ? Baker
12 John Giles 60 w.o; 4 cehild. Publican
4 lodgers
West Street
Richard Potter 45 w., 2 child. Sacky Maker
Wm. Griphon ? 30 w., 2 child Labourer
1 serv. or lodger
Samuel Cooper 48 w., 5 child. Solicitor

4 servants



Description of Building

The plan form of the house is pre-determined by the narrow plot.
Three different roofs accommodate the Georgian build. Behind the
single pile front along the street frontage with its hipped

roof, lies the stair—well with an M-shaped roof, followed by
another single pile build, which accommodates the 'Palladian’
room.

A timber-framed wing running back at right angles remains of the
previous house on this site. Both complement each other since
none forms a complete building on its own; the latter forming
the service wing to the new prestigious front.

For ease of identification the rooms on the surveyors’ plans

have been numbered. Copies of the plans are enclosed.
Occasionally additional information has been put on them, such
as a blocked door. We are grateful to Messrs. Ridge & Partners

for the use of these plans.

Front Elevation

This house with its classical facade was clearly built to
impress. The central three-window section projects by 0.10 m
(4"), giving +the illusion +that the pediment rests on 4
pilasters, These are formed by grey headers flanked by red
bricks. The modillions around the pediment and cornice, and the
parapet hiding the roof further emphasizes the classical look.
The hipped and tiled roof of the house is only visisble from the
rear. The lunette window in the pediment, which further draws

the attention to the centre of the building, has unfortunately
been bricked in.

The double-hung sash windows are set back from the brick-work by
0.11 m (just over 4 "). This had been a fire precaution in
London since 1709, but took a long time before it was adopted in
the provinces. Further fire legislation in 1774 1led to the
concealment of the sash box. Here they are partially concealed,
projecting by 0.06 m from the brick-work. The first-floor
windows are 0.10 m taller than those of the second floor, all
have 6 panes per sash. The flat window arches are made of red
gauged brick work ( Red 10R 4/8 on the Munsell Chart), but shows
a surprisingly light coloured and obvious pointing. This may be
due to later repointing.

The grey headers are not vitrified but salt glazed (some of the
glaze is peeling off), and were much used from the latter part
of the 18th century onwards (A.Clifton-Taylor,’'The Pattern of
English Buildings' p.236) The glazed bricks are laid in header
bond, they measure 0.222 by 0.105 by 0.066 m; four courses
measuring between 0.285 to 0.29 m (11 1/2 "). Their colours
range from Red 10R 5/8 and 4/6 for the stretchers to Gray 2/5 YR
N6 and N5 for the glazed headers on the Munsell Chart. ( The
glazed blue tones of some of the headers are, however, not found



on the Chart.) They are of a smooth texture with few coarse
inclusions but showing at times a wrinkled surface, the result
of being pressed into the moulds by hand.

The ground floor has a shop front, probably inserted around the
turn of the century, with splayed windows, iron columns at the
corners and a recessed door with six panels. The western part
is occupied by large double doors to a carriage way, giving
access to the back of the house. No original brick work remains
in the front at ground floor level. The double carriage door is
divided into two uneven parts. The right-hand side is smaller

and has 8 moulded panels, the left- hand one has 12 moulded
panels.

The original front door opening was probably under the central
window. This would be in accord with the intermnal arrangements
as far as the staircase position and a transversal joist in the
shop ceiling are concerned, (see plans of areas 2 and 3), and
would have been in keeping with the emphasis placed on the
central section of the main elevation. A post card dating from
o 1890 which gives a tentalizing partial view of the house
shows how it looked before the shop front was inserted. The
ground floor windows seem to be set back behind pilasters (
stone or stucco ?) with bracketed cornices and and projecting
bases. There is a hint that a door occupied the central space {
a small hood and absence of the window sill, seen with the eye
of faith). Unfortunately the carriage door view is blocked by a
pile of building material in front of No. 22.

Rear and Side Elevations

( Area 11) The large number of tiled roofs at different angles
and pitches shows the problems the Georgian builders faced with
trying to accommodate the elegantly proportioned front rooms,
staircase and new back rooms within a confined space leaving
enough of the old house standing as a service wing. ( NB. none
of the roof spaces are accessible for inspection at present )

The brick wall of rooms 4 and 15 are laid in Flemish bond with
the use of c¢losers around the window openings. Occasionally
there are 3 stretchers laid in a row, which seems to be a common
variation used in this area with Flemish bond, as it still found
in Victorian buildings dating from the turn of this century. The
eves have one row of dentil headers with a ledge below. The
stretchers are of a red colour ( Light Red 2.5YR 6/8 to Red
2.5YR 5/8 ), the headers are salt glazed (Gray 2.5YR N6 and N5) .
The bricks are painted white up to the top of the ground floor
window, the upper bricks are very pitted but still feel quite
cmooth and well-made. They measure 0.215 by 0.104 by 0.06 m;

0.29 m for four average courses. There are some remnants of tuck
pointing.
































































































































































































