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VERNACULAR BUILDINGS RESEARCH
HENLEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL GROUP

Parish/County: Henley-on-Thames, Oxon Owner: Brasserie Chez Gerard
Street and House name: 40 Hart Street Recorder: Ruth Gibson , 2.5.08

40 Hart Street, south front: double hipped roof.     Rear elevation: gabled roofs at the back of the                
front bays, plus hipped rear wings. 

Known History: Also see attached sheet by A. Cottingham research details on occupants. 
According to various documents maltings were attached to the back in1792, 1814. 
1830 Street Directory WM. Jackson school; 1851 Census: Girls school; 
1847-1850 Street Directories; Mrs. Maria Crew girls school.
Census Returns: 1861 – 1881 William Pearman, George Pearman master bootmakers
Street Directory 1935, 1942-58: ‘Ye Olde Elizabethan House’ Café
1981, 1982 (postcard):  Tudor House Tea Rooms
From 1982- Viceroy Tandoori restaurant.     From c. 2005 - 2007 ?:  Café Uno
From c. 2007 - 2012  Brasserie Chez Gerard (chain closed down)

Map ref., date of 1st map, type of plot.  Burgage plot c 30 feet wide, running back to the line of 
the town brook between Friday Street and Hart Street.

Plan form/position in street: 
Three stories tall, two bays built parallel to street with hipped gable ends to street, cross passage. 
Now two rooms deep, originally prob.only one room deep, as the roofs of the rear range are 
lower and of two stories only. 

Description of the building: - One brief visit only, see sketch of g.f. and photographs
The front elevation and north-east corner have mock timber framing on the first and second 
floors. This was probably put over the plain brick or stucco front, which is indicated on the edge 
of a 1827 Buckler drawing of the neighbouring ‘Speaker’s House’. This drawing shows the 
hipped roofs of the building as now, but behind a substantial brick parapet, which has since been 
removed. 

This masonry wall would have been added to the front of the jettied timber framed house, under 
building the jetty as well as replacing or covering over the by then unfashionable framing, 

Listing grade and entry text:  Gd II
16th and later, timber framed with plaster and painted brick infill. Double span, hipped, tiled 
roof. 3 storeys, 5 windows with late 19th C sashes
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probably c. 1800. Much of the framing survives internally, although much altered, as dividing 
walls have been largely removed and new ones added. 
The east front room – all now part of the open-plan restaurant - has joists running parallel to the 
street.  It has been much altered by the insertion of a corridor on its east side to give separate 
access to the upstairs accommodation. The remnant of a former fire place and stack in the side 
wall remain. 

The front door opens into a modern lobby, which continues as a long passage to the back of the 
room. Part of the stud wall has been retained and the separate rooms on each side of the passage 
can still be read, especially the two front ones. Those at the back are more difficult as much 
reordering seems to have taken place. 

The ceiling joists of the west front room are laid south-north and clearly formed a jetty with the 
joists ends rounded off at the street front, still supported by the jetty beam with empty mortises 
where former posts have been removed. 

G.F. jetty beam and joists Through passage looking south     View into east front bar, left; 
in west front room            from the front entrance rear bar space on the right

First floor and attics: 
Both first floor and attics have been much altered and the visible roof framing shows some ties 
with queen struts and some wind braces. My brief visit to these staff quarters, only partly 
accessible, was not informative enough to come to any conclusions about the age of the 
building, only that the roof of the front range has been altered and that it is of two or more 
phases. 

Roof over west range Attic of east front range looking north   Wind brace in rear range attic
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Cellar: This is located on the eastern side of the front part of the building. The former entrance 
to the brick steps was from the off-centre passageway, but is now blocked and has been 
relocated further back with only a companion type ladder for access, probably when the present, 
open plan was created. 
Whilst the stair is built of 2 ½” bricks, laid in header stretcher bond, the cellar is a vaulted 
structure and appears to have been built of mostly 2” bricks laid in stretcher bond ( but much of 
the walls and almost all of the ceiling are hidden under plaster and boarding making a close 
inspection impossible).

Above: Blocked cellar steps built of 2 ½” bricks

Above right: Part of a brick rib of the vaulting

Right: c. 2” bricks forming the vaulting of the 
cellar walls and ceiling

Summing up  

The ground floor indicates a through-passage plan. The western bay retains evidence of a jettied  
first floor chamber and it may have been the storeyed cross wing to a former hall. Evidence for 
the idea of a former hall are the narrow, late ceiling joists of the east bay and the fact that this 
bay was not jettied, i.e no evidence of an original first floor. A cross passage located between 
hall and cross wing is also a typical medieval plan form. 

The late 18th or early 19th C. changes to turn this into ‘Georgian’ style building are probably 
responsible for the tall sash windows (four lights now, but without horns indicate an early 19th C  
date for these) and the receding hipped roofs, hidden at that time behind a tall parapet, according 
to the 1827 Buckler drawing, also point to classical revival tastes. Much of the original roof 
structure would have been altered or destroyed at that time, although a closer inspection may 
bring different evidence. The mock framing, again following fashions in the early 20th C. 
probably also saw the insertion of the east door, corridor and stairs to the first floor 
accommodation, which reduced the width of the formerly spacious east g. f. rooms by about 
1.20 m and removed most of the fire-place, although the stack in the east wall survives.  

© Ruth Gibson, 2008/2012
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