VERNACULAR BUILDINGS RESEARCH
HENLEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL GROUP

Parish/County: Henley-on-Thames, Oxon

Occupant: Jacksons Estate
Agents & others

Street and House name:
30 Hart Street & 30A (not visited)

Tel No:
Recorder:
Ruth Gibson
Date: 3.8.07

Grade II: ‘C16. Exposed timber frame with steeply pitched, old tiled roof. 2 storeys, 4
windows, early 19th cent. casements with glazing bars on 1st floor. Ground floor underbuilt with
brick and painted. Eastern side has canted bay window, western side 19th shop window. Central
door with architrave and cornice above’.

Known History: The building occupies a burgage plot of some 30 feet width in a pivotal
location of the medieval planned town, the ancient high street of Henley close to the bridge and
the river. The latter was the main line of communications and trade to London. The width to
which the high street was laid out shows that it was part of the market area, where Henley’s
trade in goods destined mainly for London took place.
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The length of the plot, which runs all the way to the town ditch, now underground but well
documented as a stream forming the boundary between the houses in the High street and Friday
Street, shows that much activity went on there related to the lives and work of the occupants of
No. 30.
The 1879 O.S. map shows many outbuildings as well as gardens at the back, as now and the
documented 19th and 20th century history, as far as available at the moment, shows that the
Hobbs family had their joinery works there in 1881 (see Census Returns), when Benjamin
Hobbs employed 3 men and a boy. They were still at 30a in 1935 with the architect A.E. Hobbs
and in 1942 when the outbuildings ere used as Theatrical Stores.
Earlier in 1861 and 1851 (Census Returns) William Leaver, a shoe maker, employed 2 men and
an apprentice. In 1868 Mrs. Leaver owed the Lord of the Manor for a messuage or tenement a
Quit Rent of 1 1/2d p.a.
Miss Foxall Tea Rooms existed in 1928 (Street Directories) and various other owners and
tenants are known – pl. see attached sheet by A.Cottingham for details.
Building date, datable alteration and additions: This was originally a three-bay building, with
two heated bays; the western bay was truncated when a passageway to the back yard was created
under the three-storey section, which dates to the late 18th century judging by the hipped roof
and sash windows.
The evidence of a formerly jettied front and the queen post roof trusses of the main building put
it into the 16th to mid 17th centuries; the brick fire place in the western bay is built of narrow
‘Tudor’ bricks, which also suggest a mid to late16th century date, as do the depth of both stacks..
The square laid ceiling joists, which are original to the building as their carpenter’s marks show,
with their narrow chamfers and simple stops, indicate a date in the later 16th century, rather than
an earlier one.
It would be interesting to get a better and more exact date, but a thorough survey with scaled
plans and sections would have to be carried out, which is not possible at the moment. Dendro or
tree-ring dating might be a further, very accurate way of achieving a building date.

Map ref., date of 1st map, type of plot: The 1878 first OS. Map already shows the plot with
adjoining passageway (now known as 30A) and a range of outbuildings on the long burgage plot
behind.
Type and use of building: Now commercial, estate agent and other offices; originally partly
commercial, i.e. a shop and workshops behind, with the rest in residential occupation.
Plan form/position in street: Originally three bays, parallel to street, with a one bay rear wing
on the eastern side, creating an L-shape. Additional, long and narrow rear extensions have been
added and a through passage to the back had been created by 1878 (map evidence) on the
western side, leaving a half bay of 1.30 m depth as part of the central ground floor room. The
adjoining passageway is 1.10 m wide. Adding the two together with an allowance for the brick
wall which now divides the passageway from the office, the bay would have had a width of
some 2.60 m, quite narrow but not unusual.
Opposite the front door is the entrance to the passageway, which gives access to the back room
on the left & the stairs on the right. Formerly a stud wall on the right hand side divided the openplan ground floor into two.
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Description of front elevation (height, windows, entrances, shop front etc): See list
description for Nos. 30 and 30A. The building was formerly jettied, but has been underbuilt and
rendered.
Walling material:
(give brick sizes, bond, colour; timber frame type; render or stucco; stone types and
finishes) This is a timber framed building with some of the posts and studs at first floor level
still visible between the later four casement windows. The ground floor is now taken up with
shop front windows, but would originally also have been timber framed, however set back under
its jetty.
Roof shape: Steeply pitched, parallel to
street. The rear bay joins the front roof
at right angles and may be contemporary or a slightly later addition.

Roof covering: Old clay tiles

Chimneys: Location on roof and
materials
Two brick built stacks (rebuilt)
of two flues each, rising from the rear
roof slopes.
The western one, shown on the
photograph, looks as if has lost
some of its original width.
The short sloping roof on its left is
that of the later inserted stair case.

Internal evidence
Cellar: ?
Ground Floor: The ground floor two and a half bays now consist of an open-plan office, but
there is plenty of evidence that the space was divided into three rooms.
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The ceiling joists are exposed in the western room they are running from the central spine beam
to the back and front walls. All have their original carpenter’s marks, chamfers and stops. The
stops in the right hand room end a good foot in from the present front wall. This shows that the
former timber framed front wall was located just to the right of the stops, where there is still a
dark line indicating the location of the former beam (the wall plate) which supported the joists
and allowed them to project over the pavement in the form of a jetty.
The transverse beam, which marks the division between the two rooms has a deep recess and
brace slot cut in its underside close to the front wall; this is where a post and brace would have
been located. The transverse beam also has chamfers and stops, but only on the western side,
where it would have been visible from inside the parlour the best room of the house. The
chamfer stops on the transverse beam near where the spine beam joins it, indicate the location of
another former post. Several mortise holes in its soffit (underside) confirm the original existence
of a timber stud wall between the two rooms.
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The ceiling timbers on the east side are plain with out chamfers or stops, but also preserve their
carpenter’s marks from I to VII. This may have been the shop or workshop. Access to the rear
wing and yards is gained from this room. There are no signs in the ceiling joists that there was a
through passageway, i.e. a separate corridor between the two g.f. rooms to the back.
Fire places: (location and type): There are now four fire places in the building. The least
altered appears to be the one in the western g.f. room. It retains its early narrow ‘Tudor’
brickwork, although some alterations or may be just repairs have occurred at the back and sides.
An additional, short beam has been inserted below the original wider bressumers. There is no
F.P. in the eastern front room, but this may have been blocked up. The F.P. in the eastern back
room appears to be a 20th century rebuild, but with the use of some older bricks. It has a small
hearth with a recess, which may have been a kindling store next to it.

Ground floor fire place in right hand room with detail of narrow Tudor brick work.
The first floor F.P. in the west room also appears to date from the 20th century, but very likely
occupies the space of an earlier one, as it makes use of the same wide stack which serves the
F.P. at ground floor level. The F.P. in the east room is set into a wide, tapering brick flue built of
‘Tudor’ bricks, but unfortunately heavily pointed up in cement mortar, which rather spoils the
look of the brickwork and also makes it difficult to determine whether it is original or rebuilt.
The stack depth, which includes the blocked F.P. in the back room, and which can be measured
in the corridor is 1.70 m; a considerable size, indicating an early building date.
Stairs: (location and type) The staircase is a narrow, turned staircase, located in a small bay
behind the ‘parlour’. It looks 19th century and may replace an earlier newel or winder staircase
A possible position for earlier stairs is the gap next to the stack in the eastern bays. There is
plenty of room at first floor level on both sides of the stack for a narrow circular staircase and
access corridor. An old ledge and plank door still exists in the first floor front room, showing the
former passageway on the east side, which only became superfluous once the passageway on the
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western side was created by the removal of the stipulated earlier staircase there in the 19th
century.
Upper Floors: All three upper floor rooms occupy one complete timber framed bay each. (The
half bay seen in the western part of the g.f. office forms part of the first floor room of the two
and a half storey building above the archway entrance. This has not yet been visited and does
not form part of this report).
All three rooms have their trusses exposed, which are of the tie beam and queen strut to collar
construction. Two of the trusses have a number of struts supporting the collar, rather than just
the two traditional queen struts.

First floor west front room truss, west wall
cambered collar and queen struts

Back room truss, south wall

Attic: Roof structure – trusses, special features if any; There is no attic as the first floor
rooms occupy the roof space up to collar level. Access to the loft above was not possible during
this brief investigation.
Concluding: An important and relatively unaltered building of possibly mid 16th century
Henley; of three bays, one and a half storeys high with early, but rebuilt brick stacks. It appears
to have had a shop with access to workshops at the back and a parlour plus a small inner room
on the west side accessed from it; probably all with jettied fronts, although definite evidence for
this can only be seen in the ‘parlour’.
©Ruth Gibson, BA, IHBC
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