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  VERNACULAR BUILDINGS RESEARCH 

 HENLEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL GROUP  

 

 

 

Parish/County: Henley-on-Thames, Oxon    Owners: Prof and Dr. Bentall  

 

Street and House name:   Tel No:   

Pyt Cottage, Marlow Road  Recorder:    

             Ruth Gibson  

         Site Visit:  10.10.07 

 

Listing grade and entry text:  Gd. II 

 ‘16th cent. timber framed cottage, now painted brick façade. Low southern wing of 1 ½ storeys, 

cross wing of 2 storeys to north’ 
 

 

Known History: The cottage is built on land shown on the 1788  (or 82 ?) Fawley Court Estate 

Map as being in the ownership of Greys Court. This triangular plot of land between the Oxford 

Road and the Marlow Road carries the text: ‘Sir Thomas Stapleton, Cottages and Gardens’  . 
Unfortunately the buildings are represented by small, schematically drawn rectangles and one 

cannot say whether they represented existing buildings. Therefore neither this buildings nor its 

historic neighbours can be identified.  

 

 
 

North-east elevation, formerly the rear with catslide roof over the lean-to extension. To the 

right and left are later extensions, as are the two dormers and the open porch, which now 

accommodates  the front door   
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Discussion of possible building date, datable alteration and additions:  This brick and flint 

cottage appear to have started off as two semi-detached labourer’s cottages. Both had one room 
with fire place downstairs and one bedroom upstairs within the roof space. They are shown as 

such on the First O.S. map and would have been built for the growing labour force in the town 

by either the landowner or with his consent. The Greys Court documentary evidence may help, 

that is if the land was still in the ownership of Greys Court  at the time of their construction.  

 

There are no datable features in the cottage. Both fire places have been re-built or at least 

refronted with tile and brick work in the same style as the F.P. in the 1930s extension. No 

original staircase survives, but parts of the staircase could be of the late 17th century, but may 

not be from this house. The wrought iron work in a two-light upstairs window is of the style 

found in 17th century windows. However the re-use of windows, especially in modest houses, 

was commonplace. In 17th century inventories of a deceased’s goods and chattels windows are 

sometimes mentioned, showing that they were not considered permanent fixtures of a building. 

 

The only visible timbers (apart from the mock-framing in the ground floor rooms) are those of 

the roof. One purlin on the south side is intact, the north purlin has been cut to allow for the 

insertion of the dormer. The purlins consist of round piece of coppice wood or pine, again a late 

feature, usually found in 19th century buildings. The rest of the roof structure is not visible at 

present.  

 

On the available evidence it seems that  these two cottages are probably no earlier than 1800 - 

1850, by which time bricks and flints were plentiful and cheap enough to be the most 

commonplace construction material and therefore used for very modest buildings.  

 

Map ref., date of 1st map,  type of plot:  

The 1878 OS. Map shows the building as a small, semi-detached building, accessed from 

Northfield End only via a narrow footpath immediately to the south-east of The Sun PH..  The 

two cottages had a modest garden at the back (north east). The area of ground to the east, now 

belonging to Pyt Cottage, was marked up as a separate, small coppice adjoining Marlow Road.  

 

Type and use of building:  Now used as a single dwelling house, formerly two modest cottages.  

 

Plan form: The house, formerly two cottages, is located at the back of No. 36 Northfield End. It 

is of a two-bay plan with a central stack, serving both g.f. rooms. Judging by the depth of the 

building on the 1878 map it appears to have had a narrow lean-to at the back by then. This now 

forms a corridor at the north/east side of the house. An area of brick disturbance at the south side 

indicates the former front doors there. The house has since been ‘turned around’ with its back 
towards Northfield End and a porch over the catslide roof creating a new entrance into the rear 

corridor. It is accessed from Marlow Road the narrow path from Northfield End no longer exists.  

It has been extended at both ends, probably in the 1930s with a substantial two storey wing at 

the north-west end and a single storey extension at the south-east end.  

 

Description of elevations ( height, windows, entrances, shop front etc):  The early building is 

of one storey and attic, with two sets of dormer windows front and back. The former front 

(south-west ) elevation is of brick and flint, but covered with heavy masonry paint, which makes 

it impossible to gain much information from the walling material. The areas of the former front 

doors are solid brick, rather than brick and flint.  

The roof comes lower down over the brick built north-east elevation in the form of a catslide 

roof, which indicates a lean-to at the back, a very traditional form of construction to create an 

unheated ground floor room.   Evidence for this as a separate internal space is no longer visible, 

but it would have been a traditional arrangement for such limited living space and allowed for a 
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pantry away from the one heated kitchen/living room.  The lean-to wall is built in brick, laid in 

stretcher bond, rather than in brick and flint. This could indicate a later building date than that of 

the original cottage, but may also mean that the wall was rebuilt.  

 

 

Roof shape and material:  Pitched roof, with gabled end to the west and half hip to the east. 

Clay tiled. The 20th century west extension has a hipped roof.   

 

Chimneys: Location on roof and materials: Two-flue brick stack; central, ridge location   

 

 

Internal evidence 
 

 

Ground Floor:   The original two-room plan is well preserved with a central stack and two 

hearths. The fire place surrounds have been re-built in brick and with a tile-on-edge arch, but 

appear to be in their original locations. There is some mock timber framing on the walls of the 

eastern room, which also includes the former lean-to. This would originally very likely have 

been divided off from the heated rooms, probably by a thin stud wall. ( A number of other brick 

and flint cottages and houses with rear lean-to extensions are known in the area, where the stud 

walls survive, especially in the cottages of Lower Assendon ) 

 

The 1930s northern/western side extension contains one large living room with a chimney and 

fire place in the lateral wall. Here the new fire place was clearly part of this new wing and its 

design seems to have influenced the works of substantial repair or rebuilding of the two earlier 

fire places; all three are of brick and have tile on edge arches.   

 

Staircase type: The staircase rises from the hall and is of the dog-leg type. It has open-string 

balusters, turned and newels with ball finials, some of which are quite evidently hand made. A 

most interesting feature is the half newel on the staircase wall, a very traditional feature, usually 

found in 17th and 18th century houses of a grander nature than Pyt Cottage. It is very likely that 

part of this staircase comes from a different building and that it was inserted here together with 

machine made, matching additions.   
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Upper  Floor:  The two original rooms are built into the roof with a dormer window each set in 

to the south-east roof slope above the wall. The rear dormers have been inserted later into the 

long catslide roof. Now the north/western bay contains the attractive stair case and a bathroom, 

whilst the south/eastern bay contains one bedroom.  

 

Here an early  two-light wrought iron window, set in a modern timber frame, survives. It has one 

fixed and one opening casement. Both have saddle bars and leaded lights; the opening casement 

has an attractive wrought iron catch of a type described by Linda Hall in ‘Period House Fixtures 

and Fittings’ Figs. 3.53 with a dated range from 1559 to 1699. Unfortunately windows were 

very frequently re-used, being a very precious item and highly portable. Therefore these early 

windows cannot help us in dating the construction of this house.  

 

 

 

         
  

 

 

East bedroom wrought iron window    East ground floor room fire place, built back-to- 

with saddle bars and catch                    back with that in the west g.f. room.  

 

 

Attic: Roof structure – trusses, special features if any:  Very little is visible of the roof 

structure. One complete and one cut purlin are exposed in the south eastern room. They consist 

of round wood of narrow scantling, probably pine. None of the trusses can be seen to identify 

the type of construction and help to confirm a building date as early as the 16th century, which is 

mentioned in the Listing description.  

 

 

 

Ruth Gibson, B.A. IHBC  

December 2007 


