
      Vernacular Buildings Research  

      Henley Archaeological & Historical Group  

Parish:  Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire       Owner:  Graham Payne     

54-56 Friday Street, Greys House     Tenants: No 54 R&D Wade; No 56 Simon Davis  

Listing Grade: Grade II,  Group Value       Site visit:  8.10.2019 R. Gibson 

C19 Façade. Render with old tiled roof above eaves cornice. 2 storeys, but eastern 

bay slightly advanced and with dormer. 2 windows, sashes of eastern bay with 

architraves and labels above with decorated frieze. Off centre 6 panelled door with 

bracketed hood and plain fanlight. Repro. bowed shop window at western end.  
  

Description:  Very 

little is left of the 

former Greys Brewery, 

which is clearly shown 

to extend over a large 

area of the south side 

of Friday Street on the 

1878 OS Map, then 

still in Rotherfield 

Greys Parish. Copies 

of this map as well as 

the 1844 R. Greys 

Tithe Map, below in 

this report. and are 

vital to the attempt of assessing what is left of the former malting and brewery 

buildings.  

The 1844 map shows a narrow dwelling house (coloured pink) with a long service 

building attached at the back as well as a range of service buildings (coloured grey) 

on its west side, all part of the  MALTHOUSE  and GREYS BREWERY shown in 

more detail in 1878.   

After 1844 both the residential part and the service part were given a new, unified 

stuccoed façade with decorated flower friezes (see picture below, left) above the 

two eastern windows with large, 4-light glazed panels and frames with horns, 

adding strength to the joints. Both these are very typical for Victorian windows, 

which were able to take advantage of the advances in the production of large sheet 

glass. – Two steps lead up to the front door of No. 56, which is however located in 

the western section, i.e. the former service building, now part of Richard Way 

Bookseller’s. Now this off centre doorway is the entrance to the hallway of No. 56.  



Both parts of the building have basement cellars.  

The east side brick wall shows why the improvements to the front elevation were 

made. Both the east and west elevations retain brick work of rather mixed quality 

with hand-made bricks (between 2 ¾ , 2 3/8” and 3” thickness)  and windows with 

small glass panes and Georgian style glazing bars.  

The interior details of No. 56 also demonstrate that this was the accommodation 

where the owner/maltster/chief brewer would have lived. 

Left: Central dog leg 

staircase in No. 56. This 

is an open-string stair 

and it has the typical 

Georgian turned 

balusters and ramped 

hand rails, the latter to 

allow for the turn of the 

stairs at the landings.  

The balusters all have 1 

square, unturned section 

in their middle, again a 

feature of C18th stairs.  

                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictures from right, clockwise:  

Bedroom hob grate; Victorian 

style tiles in entrance hall; folding 

shutter to front room window;   

one of the brick arches in the 

cellar supporting the stack above;   

Front room Fire Place with plain 

marble surround.              

 



There is evidence that internal walls were partially timber framed or brick built with 

timber ‘sleeper’ beams, a means of saving bricks; but never to be left on show !   

However, the rear section of what is now No. 54 still preserves very substantial 

framing behind its brick facade, the later has a slight bend half-way along its west 

side, where the gable of the rear roof joins the front street range.     

The rear/south gable has two blocked openings at first floor level, very probably 

former doorways to the archway leading to the malt house, still shown on the 1878 

map, demolished in the 1970 by its then owner (John Marsh ?) when it ceased to be 

used as a squash court.   

 

 

These pictures show the interior of the western rear range. 

This is the wall frame between the stair bay and back room. All have heavy 

transverse beams, of up to 16” scantling as well as substantial wall posts. The stairs 

are also considerably wider than found in domestic uses and of shallow tread; all 

evidence that this was a framed building of unusually large scantling timbers, 

showing that the upstairs space was designed and used for the storage of goods. 

This was very likely due to the close-by wharves, as the river was the motorway of 

its time, until the arrival of the railways in the mid C19th .   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 1844 map, at No 513 coloured grey, shows this as a service building right up to 

the street frontage, identifying only No 56, coloured pink, as residential. By the time 

the 1878 OS map had been published the front range was separated from its large 

malt house by a covered passageway, but ensuring that there was access between 

the two at first floor level. This firsts floor access was  absolutely essential for the 

malting process, as the barley was brought in by waggon, steeped in large vats of 

water, spread onto the malt floors to be turned daily until germination took place 

and then put onto the heated furnace floors to be roasted to stop germination and 

thereby preserve the malted barley for transport to wherever a brewery was in need 

of it. Whether any of the malting process took place here we cannot now tell, as 

none of the large maltings marked so clearly on the 1878 map has survived.  

London was the principal market for malted barley as well as beer and the many 

malt houses identified in Henley (see 1878 OS map and Ann Cottingham ‘The 
Hostelries of Henley’ P 273 Breweries and Malthouses) shows that many 

townspeople benefitted from the rapid population growth of the capital and their  

need for ale.  

Top Left: Attic of rear range.  Inner 

principal rafter from tie beam to collar, 

pegged, with clasped purlin.  

Below left: Marked up timber post  

(typical for imported Baltic pine) on the 

first floor.  

Below right: substantial tie beam seen at 

modern first floor stair, with mortises of 

removed former floor joist tenons.  

 



  

The west elevation of No. 54 shows the multiple alterations in the brickwork, i.e 

blocked openings, inserted doors and window openings (NB the C20th  brick soldier 

courses instead of traditional segmental arches over door and windows, different 

colours and sizes of bricks. Most of the coursing is Flemish bond, but there are also 

examples of rows of headers and stretchers, as well as some use of burnt, blue 

headers to provide visual interest.     

   Georgian sash window in the     

east wall with small panes and 

flush frames; all moulded.  

 

 

Hand-made bricks in the east wall, note random burnt header use.  

Incised initials or marks in one of the hand-made, irregular bricks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Brief resume of known History of Greys Brewery  

Ann Cottingham in the ‘ Hostelries of Henley’, published 2000, pages 288-290, 

provides a lot of details of how the later Greys Brewery developed throughout the 

ownership in the late C18th and C19th;  at first by the Soundys and Byles, then later 

by various members of the Byles, a merchant Henley family, into a very substantial 

malting and brewing business. However, by 1896 the Brewery had been bought up 

by Brakspear’s and closed soon after.  

Recent family history research by descendants of George Sargent, now residents of 

Tasmania, into their great grand-father’s life, shows that the Census Returns of 1871 

have a George H. Sargent living at the Brewery, working as a clerk. The other 

household listed in the Census is that of manager Pierre B. Byles.  

Most of the large buildings complex clearly shown on the 1878 OS map has been 

demolished since, the yards being used for other commercial purposes. The coal 

merchants R. Toomer & Co. built a long stable range in 1911 parallel to the malt 

house (see date stone) for his teams of horses and waggons needed for the business 

of collecting coal from Thames barges and the railway station and delivering it to 

their customers. When lorries superseded horse drawn carts the area became a 

builders yard, known as Nunn’s Yard. Later the fine stable range was converted to 

residential, but retains its large cart horse, stable sized door openings and hoist door 

in the central gable for access to the former hay loft.  

The large malthouse had various uses before being demolished.  
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               Tithe Returns  

No. 513 House and Brewery Yard.  Owner Thos. Soundy   tenant: H.N Byles   

No. 514 yard and stable     owner Rev Morrell                      tenant: Wm. Lamb  

No. 515  2 houses Owner Rev Morell (now Anchor Inn) tenant:Wm.Woodley               

No. 516 House, Gardens etc.    Owner Lord Camoys         tenant: James Wheeler  

No. 517  Coal Yard            Owner Lord Camoys                tenant: James Wheeler  

R I V E R  



                             1878  O.S. Map  

 


