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VERNACULAR BUILDINGS RESEARCH

HENLEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL GROUP

Parish/County: Henley-on-Thames, Oxon Owners: Mr V and Mrs D. Hutchings

Street and House name: Denmark House

2 Northfield End Recorder: Ruth Gibson

Dates of visits : 15.1 and 3.3.08

Listing grade and entry text:  Gd II

17/18th. Stucco faÄade repeating design and wall treatment of adjoining buildings. Hipped, tiled 
roof. 3 storeys, 3 windows, sashes with glazing bars. Ground floor has a door and 1 early 19th

cent. 3 light window with delicately moulded cornice above, this appears to have been a shop 
window. Return to Bell Lane, western part of flint with brick string course at 1st floor level  Red 
brick quoins and window dressings. 3 storeys, 3 windows including triple light Venetian g.f. 
window (modern). Eastern end of return, brick and flint g.f., weatherboarding above with 
hipped slate roof.

Known History: It may have been part of the ‘Bell Inn’. Reputedly built to accommodate 

George of Denmark, consort of Queen Anne, according to J.S. Burn in his history of Henley.

Later it was the schoolmaster’s house when The Bell became the Henley Grammar School. It 

was probably owned by the Fawley Court Estate, as it is shown on the Estate Map of 1782/8 in 

its present footprint and was part of the 1932 Estate Sale by the McKenzies. It has belonged to 

the present owners since 1964 and was used as the offices of the Architect Design Partnership

before becoming a private residence.

Map ref., date of 1
st

map, type of plot. It is shown on the 1878 OS map as well as on the 

1782/8 Fawley Estate map very much as it is today. It is a narrow building located along the 

northern edge of Bell Lane and fronting Northfield End. It forms a wing, slightly set back from 

the main elevation of  what was the Bell Inn, now Nos. 4, 6 & 8 Northfield End. It has been 

suggested by A.Cottingham in ‘The Hostelries of Henley’ P.54, that it and its garden are 

encroachments on Bell Lane, which is certainly considerably wider further east. 

The 1878 O.S map shows a glass house on its north side as well as a small area which extends 

into the south side of No. 4. This space is now a cloakroom, but was apparently used as an 

access corridor between the two buildings. Its external, blocked door can be seen from the 

garden of Denmark House. 
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Plan form/position in street: The building consists of 3 distinct parts, all built in linear form

from the corner of Northfield End along the narrow Bell Lane. Its earliest part is c. 9 m long and 

lies between the c. 6 m long front section and the later rear former stable/coach house.  It is of 

single pile plan with its entrance door in the west facing front elevation. A long corridor runs 

along its north wall which adjoins No. 4 for part of its length; beyond this lies a courtyard 

garden. 

Description of external elevations (height, windows, entrances, shop front etc): The Listing 

Entry (copied above) describes the front elevation well. However, it fails to identify the two 

distinct building phases one can clearly see along the side elevation from Bell Lane. The western 

or front range consists of Flemish bond brick work which ends at c. 6 m with a distinct break in 

the masonry. The sash windows in this part have horns, which date them to post 1850. Their 

irregular spacing indicates that some windows may be later insertions. The adjoining eastern 

range or middle range is some 9m long and consists of brick and flint work; windows have flush 

architraves and exposed sash boxes. The large Venetian style window appears to be a modern 

copy of a traditional design, inserted into the wall in the 20
th

century as the modern brick work 

shows. Especially the use of on-edge bricks above the window arch instead of the shaped, 

gauged brickwork one sees in traditional 18
th

century window surrounds shows it is 20
th

century. 

Nevertheless this large window is a splendid addition to an otherwise somewhat bare south side 

elevation to the Lane. Beyond this range lies a 2 storey brick/flint and weather boarded former 

outbuilding, of late 19
th

cent. date, which now forms part of the living accommodation. 

The original windows in the north side of the east range are traditional, early sash windows with 

sash boxes set flush with the outer brickwork, wide ovolo moulded glazing bars and internal 

window shutters. Only those at first floor level remain. The glazing bars are typical for the early 

part of the 18
th

century.  The shutters have H-shaped hinges, very much in the tradition of the 

late 17
th

/early 18
th

century ( See Linda Hall ‘Period House Fixtures & Fittings 1300-1900’ ). 
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South side elevation of east range North side elevation. NB the blocked window

20
th

cent. brickwork surrounds on the r.h. side; its reveal disappears into

the Venetian style window.  the later rear wall of No. 4. Next to it is the 

blocked door to the now cloak room of No. 2

over which No. 4 has a flying freehold.                                

Internal evidence

Cellar: There is a cellar with a single vaulted roof under most of the eastern range. Originally its 

main access appears to have been through a doorway at the back or north of the building, to 

which brick steps still lead, and a shute from street level in Bell Lane. This shute is 1.80m long 

and lined with masonry. Its opening can still be seen, but is blocked by a small window at street 

level. There are two other openings in the cellar walls, one is a square recess in the end wall the 

other a small arched brick recess in the north wall, now blocked, but it may originally have 

provided cross ventilation.  

Small brick arch in north part of vault Vaulted cellar, looking west
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East range: This occupies the central section of the house, externally defined by the brick and 

flint work, and appears to be the earliest extant building. There are two rooms, one a 

reception room and kitchen behind, but 20
th

century alterations have brought about new door 

openings integrating this reception room with that of the west range. There is a corridor at the 

back/north which leads from the former front door (its opening is still there, but now connects  

the two corridors) to the stairway hall. This has an early 19
th

century open well stair case with 

stick balusters, carved bracket below and mahogany handrail up to the first floor and from there 

a traditional 18
th

century balustrade with turned balusters and closed string to the second floor.

The difference in staircase treatment can mean two things: The lower part to the important first 

floor rooms, one of which was probably a reception room, was modernised in the early 19
th

century, probably soon after the time that the new front range was erected and the earlier 

staircase was retained for the top flight, which usually accommodated the nursery and servants. 

It could also mean that the whole open-well staircase was newly designed and built, but that for 

the upper part an earlier staircase was re-used either from this house or another.

A blocked window on the south side at a level between ground and first floors indicates the 

existence of a possible former staircase in that location.

The north facing window in the east range are all early 18
th

century as they have wide (4 cm ) 

ovolo moulded glazing bars and shutters with H-shaped hinges, which are also of that period. 

There is a fully panelled first floor room in this range; in other parts only panelling up to dado 

height exists, something more commonly adopted in the later 18
th

century. 

Fully panelled room in east range Thick ovolo moulded glazing bars 
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West range: This is the circa 6 m long front range which was added or replaced an earlier 

building on the site. It is jointed on the north to the former Bell Inn, now No. 4 Northfield End. 

It consists on the ground floor of the 6-panel entrance door and entrance hall which extends to 

the east range through a doorway in the form of a spacious corridor. Accessed from the entrance 

hall is a large reception room, which once had a stack in its back/east wall. Since its removal this 

and the rear reception room have been connected by a central opening between them. 

The existence of an external narrow fascia and cornice over the triple sash window indicates a 

professional use of part of the g.f.,; a shop has been suggested in the Listing Entry, but not 

confirmed through documentary research. 

A modern staircase has been inserted into the entrance hall and with it the first floor room lay-

out would have been altered. 

The above front/west room is now divided into landing and large bedroom. The position of one 

of the three sash windows very close to the dividing wall as well as a slender timber column 

with moulded capital built into this wall hint very strongly that this was once one large and 

important room; very probably the principal reception room of the building. It has panelling up 

to dado height on all its walls and deep window boxes, which probably housed internal shutters. 

There are further bedrooms on the second floor above; their equally large sash windows indicate 

their use as important bedrooms.

Attic: Roof structure – trusses, special features if any : not visible. However, the view of the 

roofscape, taken from the south from Rupert House at 90 Bell Street shows the two building 

phases quite clearly, much more so than from ground level. 

CONCLUSION 

An early 18
th

century house, built into the narrow gap between Bell Lane and the buildings 

which made up The Bell Inn at that time, Denmark House seemed to have first been a free 

standing  building as one of its north facing windows could not have been used if No. 4 then 

had the same depth as now. It is interesting to note that No. 4 also has a stick baluster staircase, 

Later West range Earlier East range 
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located in the very place, which was extended eastwards and encroached over the predecessor of 

Denmark House as we now know it.  

From the existing exposed fire place at in the back range of No. 4 as well as the 1878 map one 

can see that that back range was not only longer but probably of a date of around 1600 or earlier.

There are also parts of a timber framed gabled roof within the front range of  No 4, but set back 

from it by c. 2 m, ( information from A. Cottingham ) close to the present west range side wall

of Denmark House. Both these indicate that The Bell Inn and Denmark House consisted of 

separate buildings, which were joined up under an elegant, unifying front in the second half of 

the 18
th

century, probably by the Freemans of Fawley Court and is certainly shown in its present 

form on the c 1782 Estate Map. Whilst the former Bell Inn is a classically designed building in 

the style reminiscent of a Palladian rural villa with a long symmetrical frontage, central 

pediment, Diocletian window and pillared portico, the addition of a substantial new front to 

Denmark House seems almost an afterthought. It is much taller than its neighbour and has a

hipped roof rather than the gabled one of The Bell. The height was very probably dictated by its

already existing three-story east range. In order to reduce its impact it was set back behind the 

front of The Bell. Both have the same size of sash windows, which dominate the front 

elevations, and both have dentil eaves, which helps to unify their appearance. 

Until the road lay-out was altered sometime between 1782 and 1878 The Bell and its 

neighbours, which includes the stuccoed terrace of Nos. 92 – 102 to the south, were located

directly on the east side of the triangle of the Marlow-Oxford Road junction. The group would 

have been a stunning sight for travellers coming down the Fairmile and surely this was a reason 

for their re-fronting in this grand style and in the highly fashionable stucco, which hid the 

common local brick and flint work so well . Both Sambrook and Strickland Freeman were well 

known for their interest in architecture and it is hard to imagine that they did not have a hand in 

theses works.  

�Ruth Gibson, BA IHBC 

March 2008

An earlier range behind No. 4 retains 

the timber bressumers and brick 

work of a fire place, which could be 

of 17
th

century date or earlier. 

The room it once served has gone, 

but the 1878 map still shows the 

long range running back behind the 

front building. The white painted 

half gable, visible on the left is also 

part of No. 4 and may once have 

extended further south with a 

matching roof slope where the front 

range of Denmark House is now 

located. 


