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Nos. 17. 19 and 29 F r i d a y S t r e e t 

Henley-on-Thames / O x f o r d s h i r e 

Owners: Mr. P. S t o t t , Mr. J . B o t l e y and Mr. I . P r i t c h e t t 

L i s t e d B u i l d i n g s E n t r y : Grade I I 'C17 range of t e r r a c e d 

c o t t a g e s f o r m i n g a r e p e a t i n g s t r e e t f a c a d e . P a i n t e d b r i c k w a l l 

on f l i n t base w i t h p r o j e c t i n g s t r i n g a t 1 s t f l o o r l e v e l . Old 

t i l e d r o o f w i t h a h i g h e r r i d g e l i n e n e a r c e n t r e . 2 s t o r e y * , No. 

23 ( f o r m e r l y the White L i o n I n n ) has a d d i t i o n a l a t t i c w i t h 2 

dormers. 14 windows, 6 on f i r s t f l o o r w i t h heavy, b a r r e d , sme^ll 

paned, casements. Ground f l o o r windows have transom and 

m u l l i o n s , some 19th c e n t u r y casements. Some r e p r o d u c t i o n 

casements w i t h l e a d e d g l a z i n g . M o s t l y p l a n k doors w i t h s m a l l , 

b r a c k e t e d f l a t hoods'. 

Nos.17 to 29 F r i d a y S t r e e t ( s l i g h t l y s e t back ) 

[See other detailed reports]



S e t t i n g and H i s t o r y 

These t h r e e houses a r e p a r t of a t e r r a c e of s i x on the n o r t h 

s i d e of F r i d a y S t r e e t . O r i g i n a l l y t h i s s t r e e t formed the 

boundary between the p a r i s h e s of Henley and R o t h e r f i e l d G r e y s , 

the n o r t h s i d e b e i n g s i t u a t e d i n Henley, on the v e r y edge of the 

town. The s t r e e t r u n s from R o t h e r f i e l d G r e y s t o the r i v e r , f i r s t 

as G r e y s Road, and a f t e r c r o s s i n g Duke S t r e e t / R e a d i n g Road ( one 

of H e n l e y ' s main a r t e r i e s ) i t becomes F r i d a y S t r e e t . 

I n 'The B u i l d i n g s of B r i t a i n TUDOR AND JACOBEAN' Dr. Malcolm 

A i r s , the South O x f o r d s h i r e C o n s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r , d e s c r i b e s t h i s 

row of houses as 'a s i x t e e n t h - c e n t u r y row of t i m b e r - f r a r a e d 

tenements b u i l t as a s i n g l e s p e c u l a t i o n { f o r r e - l e t t i n g ) and 

r e f r o n t e d i n the e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y . ' 

The documentary e v i d e n c e g a t h e r e d by Ann Cottingham and John 

C r o c k e r f o r t h i s p a r t of F r i d a y S t r e e t s u p p o r t s the 

a r c h i t e c t u r a l e v i d e n c e , namely t h a t t h e s e o r i g i n a l l y t h r e e 

t i m b e r - f r a m e d houses belonged to one s i n g l e owner, who l e f t them 

to the Henley C o r p o r a t i o n i n 1624. They became known as W i l l i a m 

G r a v e t t ' s C h a r i t y . ( S e e e n c l o s e d h i s t o r i c a l n o t e s i n a p p e n d i x . ) 

The documentary d a t a a l s o agree w i t h the a r c h i t e c t u r a l e v i d e n c e 

c o n c e r n i n g the r e f r e n t i n g i n b r i c k , new f e n e s t r a t i o n and doors, 

as w e l l as d i v i s i o n i n t o s i x u n i t s d u r i n g the 18th c e n t u r y . 

C o n f i r m a t i o n f o r t h i s work comes from a b r i c k d ated 1744 n e x t to 

the door of No. 23 w h i c h forms the t a l l c e n t r a l range. 

The Census R e t u r n s f o r the y e a r s 1851, 1861, 1871 and 1881 show 

t h a t the t e n a n t s were m a i n l y a r t i s a n s and l a b o u r e r s . Nos.23/25 

was The White L i o n p u b l i c house, but the p u b l i c a n o f t e n p e r s u e d 

another t r a d e as w e l l ( i . e . t h a t c h e r , b r i c k l a y e r ) or had 

l o d g e r s s t a y i n g . A d j a c e n t i n No.21 was C o l l i n s , the m a r i n e s t o r e 

d e a l e r , s t i l l r u n by the widow E l i z a b e t h C o l l i n s aged 71 i n 

1881. The Census R e t u r n s do not g i v e numbers to the houses, and 

the e numerators sometimes s t a r t e d from the r i v e r s i d e , sometimes 

from Duke S t r e e t . However w i t h the White L i o n i n the c e n t r e of 

the row one can be f a i r l y s u r e , t h a t the o r d e r i n w h i c h the 

households a r e l i s t e d , c o r r e s p o n d to the modern numbers ( w h i c h 

have been put on the Census c o p i e s f o r ease of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ) . 

However t h e r e i s a l w a y s the p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t a house was 

t e m p o r a r i l y empty, or t h a t two c o t t a g e s were j o i n t l y r e n t e d . I t 

i s t h e r e f o r e p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e marine s t o r e o c c u p i e d more than 

the s i n g l e - b a y house of p r e s e n t day No. 2 1 . 



House No. 17 

T h i s house forms the w e s t e r n end of the row. I t has the same 

b r i c k f a c a d e as i t s n e i g h b o u r s . The ground f l o o r window i s of 

the m u l l i o n and transom t y p e , but p r o b a b l y a modern 

r e p l a c e m e n t . The two u p s t a i r s ones a r e Y o r k s h i r e s l i d i n g s a s h 

windows. A t i m b e r - f r a m e d wing r u n s a t r i g h t a n g l e s to the back. 

T h i s has a weather boarded n o r t h g a b l e . 

The p l a n form of t h i s house i s somewhat d i f f e r e n t . The ground 

f l o o r room c o n s i s t s of two b a y s , bq^h a r e one room deep l i k e i t s 

n e i g h b o u r s . The w e s t e r n one i s 2.70;vwide, the e a s t e r n one o n l y 

l.SOim.The p a r t i t i o n w a l l has been removed, and both t o g e t h e r now 

make a g o o d - s i z e d l i v i n g room. The f i r e - p l a c e i s modern but i n 

an o l d s t a c k , and i s s i t u a t e d i n the e a s t e r n bay. The s t a i r c a s e 

r i s e s i n the space n e x t to the s t a c k . B e h i n d the s t a c k i s the 

t i m b e r framed wing t h a t houses the k i t c h e n . 

Of the o r i g i n a l t i m b e r s a g r e a t d e a l s u r v i v e . The low p l i n t h i n 

the west w a l l s u p p o r t s a t i m b e r s o l e p l a t e , w a l l p o s t s w i t h 

yowls and l o n g b r a c e s (20 cm w i d e ) . The c e i l i n g t i m b e r s a r e a l l 

of v e r y heavy s c a n t l i n g . The c e n t r a l t r a n s v e r s a l j o i s t has 7 

empty m o r t i s e s where presumably a p a r t i t i o n w a l l used to be. 

One of the m o r t i s e s may have been a b r a c e s l o t . J o i n t e d i n t o 

t h i s t i m b e r a r e two o f f - s e t s p i n e beams of 30 - 33 cm w i d t h w i t h 

deep chamfers of up to 9 cm. T h e r e a r e no chamfer s t o p s . The 

c e i l i n g j o i s t s a r e a l l l a i d f l a t , of m o s t l y r o u g h l y s q u a r e d - o f f 

t i m b e r s . Those n e a r the p r e s e n t f r o n t door a r e the l a r g e s t and 

most r e g u l a r ones. They measure 20 cm a c r o s s , and may w e l l 

p r e d a t e the o t h e r s . 

The f i r s t - f l o o r f r o n t rooms a l s o show much of t h e i r o r i g i n a l 

f r a m i n g . The west w a l l has a b r a c e and a j o w l w a l l p o s t i n the 

back, w h i l s t i n the f r o n t a l i t t l e of the s l o p i n g t i e beam can 

be seen. A l l t i e beams of t h i s house as w e l l as of No. 19 s l o p e 

s t e e p l y towards the f r o n t . The c e n t r a l t r u s s a l s o has a j o w l 

post and a l a r g e m o r t i s e f o r a b r a c e . T h e r e a r e s e v e r a l sawn-off 

tenons i n the v i s i b l e p a r t of the t i e beam c o n f i r m i n g the 

e x i s t e n c e of a former p a r t i t i o n w a l l . 

The l o f t o v e r t h e s e two f r o n t bays p r e s e r v e s i t s o r i g i n a l 

r a f t e r s a t the back, presumably because the y were w e l l p r o t e c t e d 

by the r o o f of the r e a r wing. The r a f t e r s on the s t r e e t s i d e 

have been r e p l a c e d , as has the p u r l i n . An empty m o r t i s e i n the 

r e m a i n i n g p r i n c i p a l r a f t e r below the p u r l i n shows t h a t the t r u s s 

o r i g i n a l l y had a c o l l a r . A groove on the upper f a c e of the t i e 

f o r h o l d i n g w a t t l e s t a v e s shows t h a t the p a r t i t i o n w a l l noted 

below extended r i g h t up i n t o the r o o f . The u n d e r s i d e of the 

r a f t e r s of the c e n t r a l bay, the c u r v e d wind b r a c e s and the 

p u r l i n show s i g n s of s o o t , but t h e y a r e not h e a v i l y e n c r u s t e d . 

T h i s may be due to the l o f t t i m b e r s h a v i n g been c l e a n e d a t some 

tim e , or t h a t the s t a c k was added q u i t e soon a f t e r the house had 

been b u i l t . The open h e a r t h i n the narrow c e n t r a l bay was then 

r e p l a c e d by a f i r e p l a c e , and the room g i v e n an upper chamber. 

The r e a r wing may have been b u i l t a t the same t i m e , as i t s 



House No. 19 

T h i s house i s the second one seen from the w e s t e r n end. 

The o u t s i d e e l e v a t i o n i s the same as t h a t of No. 29, but i t has 

a m u l l i o n and transom window w i t h one i r o n casement on the 

ground f l o o r . On the second f l o o r a r e two modern casements. 

I t has the same p l a n form as No. 29, w i t h a f i r e - p l a c e i n the 

back w a l l of i t s f r o n t room. The p a r t i t i o n w a l l to the 

n e i g h b o u r i n g p r o p e r t y on the e a s t s i d ezyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA SHr& of square p a n e l s and 

the t i m b e r s a r e of s l i g h t s c a n t l i n g . To the west the p a r t i t i o n 

w a l l has l a r g e r e c t a n g u l a r p a n e l s . The w i n d e r s t a i r c a s e r i s e s 

n e x t to the s t a c k from the back room. S u b s t a n t i a l c e i l i n g j o i s t s 

a r e exposed i n the k i t c h e n . 

T h i s house r e t a i n s a c o n s i d e r a b l e number of i t s o r i g i n a l 

t i m b e r s . The r o o f t r u s s e s t o g e t h e r w i t h t h o s e of No.17 h e l p to 

e x p l a i n more of the o r i g i n a l d e s i g n of the houses and t h e i r 

l a t e r development. 

The house was o r i g i n a l l y one-room deep, w i t h a s t e e p l y p i t c h e d 

roof r u n n i n g p a r a l l e l t o the s t r e e t . The r a f t e r s have been 

r e p a i r e d and s t r e n g t h e n e d , some have been r e p l a c e d , and q u i t e a 

number show s i g n s of smoke b l a c k e n i n g . They a r e j o i n t e d i n t o 

each o t h e r a t the apex w i t h o u t a r i d g e p i e c e . B e f o r e modern f i r e 

r e g u l a t i o n s had to be c o m p l i e d w i t h i t was p o s s i b l e to l o o k i n t o 

both n e i g h b o u r i n g l o f t s . On the e a s t s i d e the g a b l e of No. 21 

has a w a l l of s t u d s , l a t h s & p l a s t e r , s e p a r a t i n g i t from the 

t a l l c e n t r a l range of the row ( Nos.23/25). On the west s i d e the 

end g a b l e of No, 17 a l s o has a l a t h and p l a s t e r w a l l . 

Sometime a f t e r the one-room deep house had been b u i l t , 

a d d i t i o n a l r a f t e r s were f i t t e d above the o r i g i n a l ones, l i f t i n g 

the r o o f l i n e a t the back ( n o r t h ) . T h i s a l l o w e d f o r an e x t e n s i o n 

to be b u i l t under a c a t - s l i d e r o o f . A second s e t of e x t r a 

r a f t e r s i n s e r t e d over t h e s e i n c r e a s e d the r o o f space s t i l l more, 

a l l o w i n g f o r an u p s t a i r s chamber i n the back. These two s e t s of 

a d d i t i o n a l r a f t e r s a r e s t i l l v i s i b l e i n the l o f t ( s e e s e c t i o n C 

- C I ) . However the l i n e of s l o p i n g t i m b e r s i n the e a s t w a l l 

( s e c t i o n D l - D) s u g g e s t s t h a t an o r i g i n a l o uthut or a i s l e had 

e x i s t e d p r i o r to t h e s e e x t e n s i o n s . 

A v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g f e a t u r e was d i s c o v e r e d i n the west w a l l of 

the back bedroom d u r i n g p r e s e n t r e s t o r a t i o n work. When the 

p l a s t e r was removed a s t u d w a l l w i t h p a r t of a diamond m u l l i o n e d 

window were found. T h i s b e longs to the back wing of n e i g h b o u r i n g 

house No. 17, where p a r t of i t s t i l l e x i s t s ( but w i t h o u t 

m u l l i o n s ) . I t was o b v i o u s l y p a r t i a l l y c o v e r e d when th e o u t s h u t 

was extended. 



f r a m i n g s i t s behind the s t a c k and s t a i r w e l l . The n a i l h o l e s f o r 

the l a t h s l e f t on the upper f a c e of the o r i g i n a l r a f t e r s of the 

f r o n t b u i l d show t h a t t h e r e had been a c o v e r i n g of t h a t c h or 

t i l e s b e f o r e the r e a r wing r o o f was b u i l t o v e r i t . 

T h i s r e a r wing has queen s t r u t t r u s s e s , the end one h a v i n g had 

i t s c o l l a r c u t back, presumably to a l l o w f o r a window or h o i s t 

door i n the g a b l e w a l l (now c o v e r e d by w eather b o a r d i n g ) . The 

ground f l o o r room has a l a r g e c e n t r a l s p i n e beam measuring 20 by 

28 cm w i t h a 4-5 cm chamfer. The j o i s t s a r e narrow and r o u g h l y 

sawn, t h e y measure between 8 to 10 cm. D u r i n g r e c e n t r e n o v a t i o n 

work w a t t l e and daub p a n e l s were found i n the s i d e w a l l s , and 

i n t h e e a s t w a l l some diamond m u l l i o n s i n d i c a t e the e x i s t e n c e of 

an e a r l i e r window. T h i s i s a l l the more i n t e r e s t i n g as a t f i r s t 

f l o o r l e v e l t h e r e i s a s m a l l window i n the e a s t w a l l , which 

seems to form p a r t of the window, whic h was r e c e n t l y found i n 

No. 19. 

Conelus i o n 

The e v i d e n c e of smoke b l a c k e n i n g i n the l o f t m a i n l y i n the 

narrow bay of No. 17 h e l p s to r e c o n s t r u c t a b u i l d i n g s sequence 

f o r t h e s e houses, or s i n g l e house as i t o r i g i n a l l y p r o b a b l y was. 

A one room deep house, but c o n s i s t i n g of s e v e r a l rooms or b a y s , 

was b u i l t r u n n i n g p a r a l l e l w i t h the s t r e e t , f o r m i n g p a r t of a 

development of good q u a l i t y t i m b e r - f r a m e d houses. Nos. 17, 19 

and p r o b a b l y a l s o 21 formed one u n i t ( 2 1 has y e t to be 

i n v e s t i g a t e d , but the p a r t i t i o n w a l l which seems to l a c k 

s u b s t a n t i a l t i m b e r s a s w e l l as the f o r m e r l y open l o f t 

i n d i c a t e t h i s ) . 

Bays 2 and 3 may have been the open h a l l , a l t h o u g h the e v i d e n c e 

of smoke b l a c k e n i n g comes now m o s t l y from the r o o f of bay 2. 

T h i s may be due to the r e p l a c e m e n t of r a f t e r s i n bay 3. The 

v i s i b l e c a r p e n t e r ' s marks a r e c e r t a i n l y a l l mixed up. I t i s , 

however, a l s o p o s s i b l e , t h a t o n l y the narrow bay 2 had an open 

h e a r t h , and t h a t a l l o t h e r bays had chambers above from the 

s t a r t . The use of 'smoke b a y s ' i s c e r t a i n l y common p r a c t i c e i n 

o t h e r p a r t s of the c o u n t r y , e s p e c i a l l y i n S u r r e y , where they a r e 

found throughout the 1 6 t h c e n t u r y as a f o r e r u n n e r of the b r i c k 

chimney. 

The e v i d e n c e c o l l e c t e d so f a r c e r t a i n l y i n d i c a t e s a b u i l d i n g 

d a te e a r l y i n the 1 6 t h c e n t u r y , o-ii>—zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAQV-QR—itizyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA—^tite—1 '^th n<>r» + i i T - y The 

houses were s u b s t a n t i a l and of good q u a l i t y , and o n l y the l a s t 

one i n t h e row, No. 29 l a c k s i t s own end g a b l e w a l l , but makes 

use of the s i d e w a l l of i t s n e i g h b o u r . The r e a r wing a t No. 17 

must d a t e from the time a f t e r the b r i c k chimney r e p l a c e d the 

open h e a r t h . Most chimneys seem to have been b u i l t d u r i n g the 

l a t t e r p a r t of Queen E l i z a b e t h ' s r e i g n . Diamond m u l l i o n t i mber 

windows a r e c e r t a i n l y s t i l l found i n 1 7 t h c e n t u r y h o u ses, and 

even l a t e r i n s t a b l e s , hay l o f t s and the l i k e . 



The written evidence suggests that the houses were in a bad 

state of repair in the early 18th century, and this is confirmed 

by the evidence of subsidence (all tie beams slope down to the 

front at an alarming angle), and substantial renewal of rafters 

and purlins. The replacement of the front timbers by a 

substantial brick wall allowed the retention of a great deal of 

the framing. The subdivision into small, mostly one-bay units 

with rear extensions produced the existing long, narrow houses 

on narrow plots running back from the street frontage. 

We are very grateful to the owners for allowing us such liberal 

access to their houses and making this investigation possible. 
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31 & 33 not described here



R e c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h r e e 

f r o n t bays. Showing a l l 

e x i s t i n g t i m b e r s as w e l l 

as those suggested by 

empty m o r t i s e s , b r a c e 

s l o t s and grooves. 

D o u b t f u l t i m b e r s a r e 

d o t t e d i n . The 3 r o o f 

w i n d b r a c e s a r e shown 

i n the f r o n t f o r b e t t e r 

v i s i b i l i t y , but o n l y 

s u r v i v e a t the back 

of No. 17 as shown on 

the s e c t i o n d r a w i n g . 

m 



NOS. 17 AND 19 FRIDAY STREET HENLEY-ON-THAMES 

- G r o u n d p 1 a n -

- S c a 1 e 1 : 50 -
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Sill i t  \-\ lzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA i ;  i f f i l H J l H i-l i  { "l i tzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA i^m i  i U i-f t ;  

No. 17 F r i d a y S t r e e t 

R e ar Wing T r u s s , l o o k i n g s o u t h . 

S t a c k and s t a i r s occupy t h e 

s p a c e between t h i s t r u s s and 

the f r a m i n g of the f r o n t p a r t . 

E 1 

N o 1 7 
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Original Rafters and Wind Braces in loft of No.zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA  ivl ^^h'^ 



No. 17 Friday Street Western Truss looking east 



No. 17 Friday Street Central Truss between bays 1 & 2 

looking east 

dotted lines indicate position of former timbers 



Rear Wing of No. 17 w i t h Weather Boarded Gable. 

Low K i t c h e n E x t e n s i o n of No. 19 to the L e f t . 



L o f t of Nr. 17 

C e n t r a l P r i n c i p a l R a f t e r & Windbraces 

- a l l showing smoke b l a c k e n i n g . 

View of C e n t r a l T r u s s from back wing 

Western G a b l e , note s m a l l g a b l e o u t l i n e i n l a t h -

a n d - p l a s t e r w a l l . T h i s may have been an e x t e n s i o n . 





B l o c k e d window w i t h two diamond m u l l i o n s i n f i r s t f l o o r back 

bedroom of No. 19. To the r i g h t , seen through the g l a s s pane, 

the c o n t i n u a t i o n of the window. T h i s i s s i t u a t e d i n the r e a r 

e x t e n s i o n of No. 17 and belongs to t h a t house. I t was p a r t i a l l ^ j 

b l o c k e d when the o u t s h u t of No. 19 was extended. 

W a l l b r a c e s i n No. 17 west w a l l - u p s t a i r s - - d o w n s t a i r s 



H a l f of M u l l i o n Window i n West W a l l of 

No. 19. T h i s Window belongs t o No. 17 and 

was P a r t i a l l y B l o c k e d when the Back Bedroom 

of No. 19 was b u i l t over the K i t c h e n . 

The o t h e r h a l f s t i l l s e r v e s a s a Window 

i n t he Rear Wing of No. 17 



Common R a f t e r s i n L o f t of No. 19, S o u t h S i d e 

L a t e r narrow Queen S t r u t S u p p o r t i n g P u r l i n 

L o o k i n g i n t o t h e Apex of t h e Roof of No. 19. 

P a r t of a P u r l i n i s p r o j e c t i ^ from t h e L o f t of No.17 

T h i s and some of t h e R a f t e r s a r e Smoke-Blackend ) 

Above: Looking into the Apex of the Roof of No. 19

Below: Part of a Purlin is projecting from the Loft of No. 17
This and some of the Rafters are Smoke-Blackened

Above: Looking into the Apex of the Roof of No. 19

Below: Part of a Purlin is projecting from the Loft of No. 17
This and some of the Rafters are Smoke-Blackened

Common Rafters in Loft of No. 19, South Side
Later narrow Queen Strut Supporting Purlin



M u l l i o n and Transom Window Ground F l o o r 

( NB. C i r c u l a r t i mber support i s r e c e n t ) 
No. 19 

D e t a i l of C a t c h on I r o n Casement 

Leaded Diamond G l a s s i s 2 0 t h C e n t u r y 



K i t c h e n C e i l i n g i n No. 19 

The Lower h o r i z o n t a l w a l l t i m b e r i s the middle 

r a i l of the r e a r wing of n e i g h b o u r i n g No. 17. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
I S e v e r a l c u t - o f f tenons i n i t s u n d e r s i d e show zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

I t h a t i t used to be a p a r t i t i o n w a l l . The upper 

i  t i m b e r was p r o b a b l y added when the o u t s h u t a t 

No. 19 was e n l a r g e d . 

F i r e - P l a c e i n Ground-Floo r F r o n t Room of No. 19 

Cle a n e d and R e s t o r e d d u r i n g p r e s e n t R e n o v a t i o n Work -


