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Editorial 
Journal number 28 is devoted to the north side of Friday Street. 

At the eastern river-side end, the buildings were built, mainly as 

warehouses, to serve the once thriving river trade. In the middle there was 

a substantial tannery, subsequently an iron works. These commercial and 

industrial premises have all been converted into attractive buildings for 

residential use. Another industrial building, a paper bag factory in the mid 

C20th, is now used as offices, currently vacant. Over the years a number of 

properties were bequeathed for charitable purposes, one group, including 

the White Lion, now closed, in 1624. At the western Duke Street end the 

use has been and still is for retail trade. 

Ruth Gibson has had an interest in vernacular buildings since the early 

1980s when she first joined the Group. What is significant about vernacular 

buildings is not only how they were built and what local materials were 

used, but also what they can tell us about their uses over time, sometimes 

about their owners. Ruth has applied her expertise to the buildings of 

Friday Street north. Some are the result of sub-division of older buildings, 

other of infill between existing buildings. Almost all the buildings are 

Grade II listed but Ruth has found that many of the listings are incorrect. 

Recently, the Henley census group transcribed the census returns for 

Henley 1841 — 1901 and made the data available in a searchable database. 

It was realised that Ruth’s work on buildings could be complemented by 

information extracted from the database. Two facts became clear. Firstly 

Ruth’s articles left little room in a booklet limited to 48 pages. Secondly, in 

printed form the information would seem boring, whilst the internet 

provides the means for the reader to explore the data to any desired level 

of detail. The census data has been analyzed and presented in the form of 

graphs and tables with associated narrative. The reader can click on links to 

delve into more detail, to identify the occupations of the resident workers, 

the tanners, iron founders and chimney sweeps etc. and the people who 

shared their households. Readers are invited to go to:  

www.henleycensus.info/friday_street_north.php  

to read and explore. For members without internet access a printed version 

will be made available. 

http://www.henleycensus.info/friday_street_north.php
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Introduction to the Houses and 

People of Friday Street North 
The following articles describe most of the historic buildings on the north 

side of Friday Street, starting with No 17 and going down to the river, 

where the large corner site has also been included, as historically it was in 

the same ownership as Nos. 67 – 73 Friday Street. 

The reasons for excluding the south side for the purpose of the article is 

that it was not in Henley and most documentation researched whilst 

recording the buildings on Friday Street North was found under Henley. 

More research into the substantial records of the large Rotherfield Greys 

parish will be necessary before the relatively few surviving vernacular 

buildings there can be put into their historic context (i.e. Baltic Cottage, The 

Anchor Inn, the former Black Horse pub and Farm Cottage). 

The boundary line between the two parishes is also of interest, as it may 

have changed more than once over time. The first O.S. map of the town of 

1878 shows the parish boundary running along the centre of Friday Street. 

A closer look at this boundary further west, however, shows it running 

behind the cottages in Greys Road, here following the natural line of the 

town ditch or brook. Then at the cross road of Duke Street it leaves the 

natural line of the brook, which continues behind the back of the Friday 

Street houses, and veers off to the south into the centre of Friday Street. 

(See inside back cover for part of the 1879 OS 1:500 map of Henley.) 

When the planned new town was laid out circa 1170 its broad High Street 

was its first market area and commercial focus. Long burgage plots were 

laid out along both sides of this street and those on the south side were 

bounded at the back by the town ditch. Its line is still clearly visible on the 

map as it forms the boundary between the long Hart Street burgage plots 

and the shorter Friday Street ones. The stream is now culverted, but was an 

important element in the town plan, as well as supplying water to the 

adjacent properties. It probably supplied the rector’s fish ponds, much 
mentioned in medieval documents 1 as well as the former tannery behind 

Nos. 43/45 Friday Street. 

                                                           
1 S.Townley, H-on-T, Town Trade & River. P 39 



3 

 

What is now Friday Street must have been part of the vital river access 

from Rotherfield Greys. As the medieval town grew, new house plots were 

laid out along this area or back lane with garden plots being bounded on 

the north side by the brook and town burgage plots beyond. 

From the existing medieval and Tudor houses it is evident that there was 

no great pressure on the street frontage in Friday Street, as many houses 

seemed to have been at least three bays wide; only the C18th conversions 

into small cottages has resulted in the narrow plots we see today. 

The existence of a sizeable tannery, later the Henley Ironworks, as well as 

the malting and grain storage buildings, which make up the corner plot 

from 67/73 Friday Street to 10/12 Thameside demonstrate the commercial 

and industrial character of parts of the street.  

Easy access to the river, the transport artery 

to London, would have been essential as 

well as an important asset to the owners, 

usually the lords of the manor. The corner 

property comprising Nos. 67/73 Friday 

Street and Nos10/12 Thameside with 

riverbank access and wharfage rights 

remained with the lords of the manor, as the 

sales documents of 1925 between D.W. 

Mackenzie of Fawley Court and Dame 

Merriel Burke of Henley show.  

An unusual phenomenon is the fact that a considerable number of Friday 

Street properties were given to the Corporation for the maintenance of the 

church, bridge and the poor. William Barnaby is the first documented 

benefactor, leaving what are now Nos. 31/33 and 51/53 in his will of 1585 

(when he also left numerous other properties to the corporation; i.e. 

Barnaby Cottages in New Street).2 

William Gravett followed in 1624 with buildings that are now Nos.17-29, 

but at the time were named as two dwellings and a malt house. The charity 

became known as Gravett’s Gift.3 

                                                           
2 ORO 187.291      
3 J. Cooper. Acct. of Corporation’s Charities 1858 
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Another bequest relates to the valuable large plot and buildings of the 

Tannery, later the Henley Iron Works. The first documentation is a bequest 

of £200 to the Corporation of Henley in 1604 by Augustine Knappe “for the 

purchase of lands to found a Free Grammar School for the instruction of 

youthful people”. This involved the purchase of property in Friday Street. 

There is still a map in the possession of Henley College, the successor to the 

Grammar School, which shows this Friday Street tan yard amongst several 

other properties gifted to the corporation. Today the former tanner’s house 
is called Queen Anne Cottage and the former outbuildings on the east side 

are now a separate dwelling called “The Old Foundry” – named after its 

last industrial use.  

The information extracted from the census database for the people living 

on the north side of Friday Street shows that the population declined by 

over 35% between 1841 and 1871, a significant change over a period when 

the population of Henley Town remained virtually unchanged. This was 

primarily due to a decline in the number of habitable buildings of 28%. 

Between 1871 and 1901, some buildings were added, others sub-divided 

and the number of buildings and the population recovered but not to the 

1841 figures. 

In 1841 there was a substantial tannery, with six residents of the north side 

of Friday Street giving their occupation as tanners; by 1871, there were 

none. An iron foundry was established, replacing the tannery. 

In 1841 all five chimney sweeps in Henley lived in one household in Grays 

Lane. In 1861 again there were five chimney sweeps, but now they were 

living on the north side of Friday Street. 

Information about the residents of the north side of Friday Street and their 

occupations can be explored in detail at:  

www.henleycensus.info/friday_street_north.php 

Using the census data and other sources, households have been associated 

with buildings, sometimes with reasonable confidence. To discover who 

lived where, see: 

http://www.henleycensus.info/xl/fsn.htm 

  

http://www.henleycensus.info/friday_street_north.php
http://www.henleycensus.info/xl/fsn.htm
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Timber Framed Buildings: Glossary 
The diagram below provides a glossary of the common terms used to 

describe timber framed buildings. 

 

 
  



6 

 

Nos. 17 – 29 known as Gravett’s 
Charity 
Listed Grade II. The listing entry includes: “C17th range of terraced cottages. 

Painted brick wall on flint base with projecting string course.” 

N. B. This is no longer correct as recording of the individual buildings as 

well as documentary evidence has shown. 

 

17 — 29     Friday Street c. 1940                                                       31 – 33 in 2010 

This uniform looking terrace of small brick cottages started as two separate, 

substantial timber framed buildings, which were altered and joined 

together in the mid C18th to create 5 two-up/two-down labourers’ cottages, 
but leaving the timber framing of the largest and tallest building internally 

little altered (Nos. 23/25) to become a shop, a PH and now a private house.  

No. 17, on the extreme left, is the other early timber framed building, in 

which mid C15th framing survives. It also has a rear timber framed bay, set 

at right angles to the front, with a four-light, diamond mullion window. 

Nos. 19, 21, 27 and 29 are infill buildings, which made use of the earlier 

timber framing for their support (see photograph above and drawing over).  
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Interior of No. 17: the long 

arch brace in the west 

sidewall is typical of 

medieval timber framing. 

Two similar examples in 

Friday Street and Bell 

Street have been dendro 

dated to 1438. This 

building may be of a 

similar mid-C15th date. 

 

  

 

The framing of No 17 shows a bay 

and a half of a medieval timber 

framed house; the smaller one was 

probably used as a smoke bay; 

sooting survives in the roof. Nos. 19 

& 21 (21 not drawn here) were newly 

built as C18th infill cottages  
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Known History 

 This terrace was given to the Henley Corporation in 1624 by benefactor 

William Gravett. The first mention of property belonging to William 

Gravett in Friday Street comes from the will of another benefactor of the 

town, William Barnaby. In his will of 1585 he mentions one of his own 

tenements in Friday Street as situated ‘between the tenements of John Lewes on 
the east parte and William Gravett on the west parte’, ( i.e. Barnaby refers to 

Nos. 31/33, formerly one house, which still exist and lies immediately east 

of Gravett’s Cottages). ‘Gravett’s Charity’, or ‘ Gravett’s Gift’, as it was also 
known, consisted at first of two houses and a malt house and is mentioned 

on 6.4.1744 in the Henley Borough Assembly Minutes as having lately been 

in the possession of widow Simmons. A lease was given to Benjamin 

Bradshaw in 1744 ‘in consideration that he is to pull down the old houses and 
malt house, with appurtenances, being run to ruin, and build new houses in their 

stead.’ 

On 2.9.1746 Benjamin Bradshaw was granted a new lease for the 6 tenements in 

Friday Street which he hath now built in place of the 2 old houses and malt house 

for £6, and a chance to renew for two further terms of 11 years at a rent of £9. 4 

By going inside and recording the various cottages we now know that 

Bradshaw did not pull down the ‘two old houses’, as stated in the Minutes, 

only the malt house has left no trace. Instead he incorporated the two early 

houses into his terrace of workers’ cottages by giving them all a unified 
brick front, similar windows and doors, fireplaces, rear kitchen extensions 

and new stairs. Bradshaw was obviously keen on preserving what was 

there rather than demolishing and starting again. No complaints about this 

are registered from his fellow Councillors. Certainly retaining much of the 

earlier buildings is a bonus for present day buildings’ historians! 

Description of the buildings 

Nos. 19, 21, 27 & 29 appear newly built by Bradshaw and fill the gaps in the 

street frontage between the C15th -16th original timber framed houses. 

These still exist at No. 17, at the extreme western end, and at Nos. 23-25 the 

tall 2½ storey building in the middle, formerly the ‘White Lion PH’. One 
dated brick of 1744 was found in its front wall. All newly built cottages 

                                                           
4 VCH Henley-on Thames, Town, Trade & River.  P. 133 ref 151 
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consist of a front room, accessed directly from the street, a stack and fire 

place in the rear wall, a stair case behind it and access to a new rear 

kitchen, which was added at right angles to the front range. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

West wall of No. 27, which 

is very probably also the 

east wall of No.25 against 

which the infill cottage was 

built. 

Large, curved wind braces in the roof of 

the former White Lion PH, Nos. 23/25 

From top left, clockwise: 

 

•Dated brick in front wall of 

No.23. 

•Typical front room of the mid-

C18th infill cottages. 

•Typical turned staircase built 

against the rear of the stack. 

•Diamond mullion window in 

rear wing of No17. This may be 

C16th or earlier. 
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View south from the burgage plots of Nos. 33/31 (the low slate roof on the 

left) to Gravett’s Cottages Nos. 29/27; 25/23 in the centre with large, early 

rear wing; Nos. 21, 19 & 17 on the right – though little is visible of the latter 

in this photograph. 

This view gives quite a different picture of this varied group of buildings 

from the one presented to the street, a typical C18th device of giving the 

public façade a uniform treatment, but not applying the same principles to 

the rear, unimportant elevations. 

 

The west timber framed wall of the 

C14/15th house, now Nos. 31/33, is here 

used as the side wall of the mid C18th 

infill cottage at No. 29.  The large curved 

wall braces are clearly also visible inside 

No. 31 Friday Street. 

Ground Floor plan 

 No 27          No. 29 

Both No. 27 and No. 29 

use neighbouring framing 

for their side walls. 
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The surviving earlier timber framed houses, now known as Nos. 17 and 

23/25 Friday Street, have different plan forms to those of the infill cottages. 

No.17 consists of 1½ bays fronting the street, plus a rear wing (see 

photograph page 6 and drawing page 7). This building was recorded in 

detail in report No.54/1989 by the HAHG and the sooted rafters are 

evidence for a former smoke bay, predating the insertion of a chimney, and 

suggesting a building date no later than mid C15th. 

No. 23/25 is altogether different; it is taller with an attic storey and has an 

L-shaped plan form with a substantial rear wing. Its large curved wind 

braces also indicate an early date. 

The timber framed side walls of the early buildings were used to attach the 

C18th cottages; i.e. No 27 uses the west side wall of the former White Lion, 

whilst No. 29 at the eastern end of the row makes use of No.31 (not part of 

Gravett’s Charity, but earlier gifted to the Henley Corporation by William 
Barnaby in 1582 and therefore in the same ownership when the alterations 

took place). It looks very much as if the same C18th Bradshaw family 

builders had been at work on both.  

The C18th timber partition walls are of a different construction, using much 

slighter scantling timbers (see asymmetric drawing of Nos.17/19 above) 

than found in the earlier framing. All dwellings, newly built and old, were 

Left: Brakspear’s 11-year lease for 

the White Lion up to 1834 for an 

annual rent of £ 45 (Cooper & 

Caldecott, ORO /Brakspear VI/I)  

The White Lion PH closed in 1890 

and it and the other cottages were 

sold by the Town Council in 1892 

(see A. Cottingham The Hostelries of 

Henley, p.265) 
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given a brick front, creating a unified terrace of mostly small two-up/two-

down cottages for letting. The White Lion PH is first documented in 1826 

as leased by the brewers Benwell and Brakspear. After its closure it again 

became a dwelling or rather two at first, as indicated by the house 

numbering and the two front doors visible on the 1940s photograph. 

However, one of them appears much wider and may earlier have served a 

through passage to the rear, something rather essential for access for both 

goods and horses, especially when in use as a pub. 

Conclusion: 

An attractive mid-C18th brick terrace created by an astute builder using the 

gaps between three much earlier buildings to create labourers’ cottages at a 
time of rapid population rises and moves into towns. The common brick 

frontage unifies the group and gives it the look of a classically designed 

terrace, so fashionable at the time, despite only providing modest cottage 

accommodation. – (For occupants see the C19th and early C20th Census 

Returns on the www.henleycensus.info web site.) 
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Nos. 31 and 33 

Listed Grade II “for group value only; C18th/19th”. 

 

Nos. 31 and 33 were first recorded in 1990 by members of the Henley 

Archaeological & Historical Group in Report No 61. No 33 was re-visited in 

2010.  

The Census Returns of 1891&1901 give us the names of the family living 

there: No.31: William Lovegrove, his wife and 7 children; No. 33: seems to 

be occupied by their sons William and Alfred, who are still there in 1911. 

Below: Gravett’s Cottage and No. 31, in the early C20th with their original 

red brick fronts before being white-washed. Only No. 33 retains its grey 

and red checker brick work (see above), but is not on this early picture. 

 No. 31     No 33 
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Historic Background  

The two cottages were formerly one house, a hall and cross wing, 

subdivided into two cottages, probably in the C18th or mid-C19th. It was 

given a new brick front, a new shallow, slated roof and now forms a terrace 

of small cottages with Gravett’s Charity to the west.  

The medieval timber frame in the west side wall of No. 31 was used to 

build No. 29 against it (see drawing below) when Benjamin Bradshaw 

created the terrace using two timber framed buildings, known as Gravett’s 
Charity, and filling the gaps between them with additional labourers’ 
cottages.  

The tenement which was to become Nos. 31/33 was given to the burgesses 

of Henley in one of many bequests by Wm. Barnaby, yeoman of Henley, in 

his will of 1585, i.e. the income of a tenement in Friday Street was to go to 

the Bridgemen for repairing the bridge and for the benefit of the Poor of 

Henley (they were to receive every Good Friday 20 dozen of bread, ten 

smocks ready-made for ten of the poorest women as well as providing 

funds for maintaining the poor of the almshouse). 

Description of the Buildings 

 Plan form: L-shaped, originally hall at No. 33 and a two-bay cross wing at 

No. 31.  

 The framing is of heavy scantling, with long, arch braces in the walls, 

visible at first floor level of No. 31, but also from the adjoining Nos. 29 and 

33. Both these houses made use of the still existing framing of the former 

cross wing, when they were built or extended to the rear. 

 The roof structure is of C19th date, of low pitch and slated. It replaces what 

must have been a gabled roof, facing the road, over the cross wing and a 

tiled, steeply pitched roof over the hall, running parallel to the road. Only 

one bay of the hall survives, but it was very likely larger extending 

eastwards, on the site of the C19th brick building, reputedly once 

Mr. Smith’s paper bag factory. The rear bay is a later addition. 

 There is a large brick stack in the corner, providing fireplaces for both 

cottages on two floors (see plan below). 
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Timber framed west sidewall of No. 31, the former cross wing to a 

medieval hall. These timbers are now exposed in the ‛newly built’, 
mid C18th cottage (No.29).  The medieval framing was used as its 

east side wall as well as giving support to the floor joists of the new 

cottage. ‛Waste not, want not’ seems to have been the watchword of 
the C18th builder! 

Iron strap hinge of cellar 

door, blacksmith made  No 31                                No 33 
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This framing, seen in the east wall of 

the cross wing, with its large arch 

brace, was once an outside wall, but 

can now be seen in the modern first 

floor bathroom extension at No. 33. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

The wide, substantial arch braces of the cross wing, as seen in the back bedroom, 

are a good indicator of an early building date. 
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Conclusion 

This medieval hall and cross wing were easy to convert into two small 

cottages by adding a rear extension to the eastern part, stairs and stacks for 

fire places. All this is very similar to several other conversions of larger 

timber framed houses into small cottages in the town and in particular in 

this street in the C18th. The slated roof with its low pitch indicates that the 

work took place in the C19th rather than in the C18th. However it may also 

represent later work carried out to give the 1st floor rooms a good head 

height and space for windows. This raising of the roof can also be seen at 

Nos. 51/53, where, however, it was only the front wall and roof which had 

been raised. At the back the steep pitch with its clay tiles remains and can 

be clearly seen when looking at its east gable.  

 

  

Cross section through Nos. 31 and 33 showing a cellar 

under No. 31 and its well preserved timber framing at 

first floor level. 
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Nos. 45 and 47 known as Queen 

Anne Cottage and The Old Foundry  
Queen Anne Cottage listed Grade II. The listing entry includes “early C18th 

colour washed brick, moulded string, projecting aprons, coved plaster cornice, 

central door with wooden surround and moulded pediment, sashes with thin 

glazing bars and decorative plat band. Said to have been tanner’s house to 
adjoining tannery at No. 47.Old Foundry listed for group value”. 

The fine C18th brick 

frontage of Queen 

Anne Cottage is 

now painted white, 

but retains most of 

its original features. 

It is of double pile 

plan, with two 

steep west gables 

and an earlier rear 

range at back. It 

was restored by 

local architect 

J.R.S.Sincock and 

builder A.E.Nunn 

in 1948 

The Old Foundry 

had been part of the 

former industrial 

buildings, a very 

substantial tannery 

until at least 1859 

and subsequently 

an iron foundry. It was largely rebuilt and is now an attractive dwelling 

with modern rear and side extensions.  

The following photographs show the rear elevations and the Friday Street 

frontage before restoration. 
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The Grammar School 

Charities map of 1726 

(courtesy of Henley College) 

below shows the buildings 

fronting Friday Street, the 

Tan Yard and other 

buildings with a small 

stream, once essential for the 

tanning pits, of which there 

were 71 in 1780 and 100 in 1859, forming 

the north boundary.  

The 1879 OS Henley Town Map shows 

the yard as the Henley Works 

(Iron) with a different arrangement 

of buildings, bounded again on the 

north by the town ditch. 

  

Back view of Queen Anne Cottage. Back of Foundry, once a Tannery, 

before restoration.  
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An inventory taken at the death of tanner John Bird in 17805 shows how 

wealthy he was. This explains the elegant Queen Anne frontage to the 

dwelling, but also allows us to do a ‘virtual tour’ of the interior with its fine 

C18th fittings and furnishing. Some entries regarding the rooms, their 

contents as well as the vast ‘stock in trade’ of the tannery are given below. 

The ‘Value of the Lease’ from the United Charity Schools was worth £271, 
the ‘Stock in Trade’ £1.823 and the ‘Household Goods’ £378 as appraised by 
William Bradshaw, carpenter and builder of Henley. Value of goods sold 

(money still owing) mostly consist of invoices for hides as well as large 

amounts of bushels of hair (taken from the hides prior to immersion in the 

tanning vats) and much in demand for all plaster and stucco work so 

extensively used in C18th dwellings.  

The tour around the house carried out by sworn ‘appraiser’ Benjamin 
Moorhouse started with the Chambers; three were fitted out with Walnut 

and Mahogany furniture, curtains and carpets and many other luxuries, 

whilst the man’s chamber was a room with a ‘stump bedstead with sacking 
bottom featherbed’, it had a kitchen range, as well as being used for storing 
glass bottles, saddle, bridle and dried mint, bushels of rye and other odds 

and ends, i.e. the old kitchen-cum-storage room doubled up as servants’ 
sleeping quarters.  

Located at ground level were the Front Parlour, Back Parlour, Hall, 

Kitchen, Pantry, Ale Cellar, Small Beer Cellar and Brew House. The Front 

Parlour really shows what a wealthy C18th household looked like: there 

were six Mahogany chairs with damask covers; a pillar and claw dining 

table, side board, tea chest, mirror, window blinds, japanned plate warmer, 

Dutch coffee pot, tea pot, punch ladle, tobacco dish, a China set of 42 

pieces, glass decanters, a walnut clock and so on described in much detail. 

The contents of this room alone were valued at £26 – a substantial sum at 

that time. Ann Bird, relict of John, would have been a wealthy widow 

indeed.  

In 1859, the last time the property is known to have been advertised as a 

tannery, the Reading Mercury & Oxford Gazette announced ‘ To be let with 
immediate possession a well arranged tan yard containing 100 pits, bark barn, mill 

                                                           
5 Inventory 1780 of John Bird, tanner of Henley. National Archives PROB 31/ 
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house, engines and boiler house and other necessary outbuildings together with a 

twelve roomed dwelling house with counting house attached.’  

An earlier advertisement of 1854 also mentions: Two substantial and recently 

built cottages… with a walled garden producing a rent of £17.7.0. Three 

substantial and newly built cottages let to tenants at £19.10.0 p.a. 6 

The five cottages mentioned do not appear to exist any longer, but may 

have been part of the back ranges shown on the above 1878 O.S. map and 

may account for the gap in house numbering now between Nos. 35 and 45. 

In 1838, the then tanner, George Jefferis purchased two cottages where Nos. 

57-61 now are; in 1848, he died. In 1855 three new cottages “where two 
messuages lately stood” were put up for auction by George Jefferis’s 

Trustees7, possibly those of the 1854 advertisement. 

In 1869 and 1883 George Wilkins Clark is listed (Street Directories) as an 

engineer, iron and brass founder at the Henley Iron Works. From 1887 

Rogers Brothers are listed as engineers, millwrights, iron and brass 

founders. From 1887 to 1907 Queen Anne Cottage is listed as the private 

residence of Robert Rogers. The 

photograph left shows a cast iron drain 

made by Rogers Henley Ironworks still 

doing its job in Thameside. 

A Trade Directory of 1925-6 lists under 

engineers in Friday Street B C Barnett 

Ltd., and in the Kellys Directory of 1935 

R C Barnett Ltd., agricultural, steam, 

motor electrical and general engineer, 

general smiths and iron founders, 

Friday Street. 8 
 

                                                           
6 A.Cottingham, Journal No. 17 HA&HG, p. 25/26 
7 Hilary Fisher, http://www.henleycensus.info/html/57-61_Friday_Street_deeds.pdf 
8 Ibid  p.27 

http://www.henleycensus.info/html/57-61_Friday_Street_deeds.pdf
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Nos. 51 and 53 
Grade II listed for group value. The listing entry includes: “Late C18/19th 

stucco, brick eaves cornice. Plat band at first floor. Low pitched slate roof”. 

N.B. the listing entry is clearly wrong: behind the facade survives a much 

earlier timber framed building of quality. Before being sub-divided, it was 

a substantial house with a building date no later than the mid C16th. 

Description 

Two cottages now, 

with a stuccoed 

front elevation and 

raised, slated front 

roof, but originally 

a timber framed 

house. There is 

evidence that it 

consisted of three 

bays originally built 

parallel to the street 

plus a short rear 

wing on the east 

side, also timber framed (see plan at end of article). 

The view above showing its asymmetric gable, which adjoins ‘Parsonage 
Way’, demonstrates that only the front wall was raised, allowing for better 
1st floor head room, but that the rear wall and steep roof pitch (still clay 

tiled) remain as built. The interior retains most of its original, heavy 

scantling timber framing. A blocked doorway on the west side of the front 

room indicates that this gave access to another part of the house or maybe 

an adjoining passageway on the left. 
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First Henley OS map showing 

the location of Nos. 51/53 – 

adjoining the Parsonage Way 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below: Heavy scantling timber 

framed gable of the rear wing of 

No. 53 showing a cambered tie 

beam and queen struts between 

it and the collar above. 
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Known History 

This is one of several buildings left in the 1585 will of wealthy yeoman 

William Barnaby to the Henley Corporation for charitable purposes. As no 

house numbering existed, it is described as a tenement located ‘between the 

Parsonage Way on the east and the tenement of John Marsham on the west’.This 

side entrance way to the former Rectory or Parsonage still exists; it is 

marked up on the above 1878 OS map immediately east of No. 53. 

Documentary evidence from the Henley Borough Assembly Minutes of 

21.12.1750 (research by A. Cottingham) shows that Benjamin Bradshaw 

held a Lease from the Corporation for buildings in Friday Street next to the 

parsonage gateway for 11 years for £2.10.0 p.a. and that he was to build houses 

where the old houses stand and keep them in good repair. As already noted at 

Nos.17 – 29 Friday Street, the same Benjamin Bradshaw did not replace the 

old houses. Here again he re-fronted and extended them at the rear, 

dividing them and giving each a kitchen and several fire places and a 

staircase. 

The C19th and early C20th Census Returns and Baptism Registers show that 

the tenants of both cottages were at various times a chimneysweep, a 

fisherman, a groom, a servant, a soldier, a dairyman – all married, most 

with large families filling the modest two-bedroom homes. 

Notes on architectural details  

 Original square panel timber framing survives in the west ground 

floor wall of No. 51 

 A blocked doorway in the west wall indicates former access to 

another bay (where the modern brick built No. 49 now stands)  

 Both cottages have substantial brick stacks and fire places with 

timber bressumers built into rear walls of the front rooms. 

 Both stacks support at their backs narrow winder stairs  

 The front wall was raised and the roof rebuilt. There are signs that 

it may have had 2 parallel gables to the street originally 

 The rear extension at No. 53 is early and has heavy scantling 

ceiling joists 
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  Its first floor retains its original queens struts truss with clasped 

purlin 

 

 
 

 

 Blocked door way in the 

west wall of No. 51; this 

shows that the house was 

larger originally where 

No. 49 now stands. 

Internal section of the west wall of No. 51 
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Ground floor plan of Nos. 51 and 53 Friday Street. The rear bay  

(III on plan) is an early, timber framed rear wing. Bay IV was 

added when the house was converted into two cottages.  
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Nos. 57 – 61 
Grade II listed: “Late C18th/early C19th terrace of three cottages. Included for 

group value” 

 

 

Known History 

The group must have been built by a developer as a three cottage terrace 

for labourers during the time when there was much demand for modest, 

rented accommodation in the town. Deeds of 1855 mention ‘two messuages 

then stood on the site, where three messuages are now erected’. The group 
was still in one ownership in 1918, when it was sold by Ernest Barton to A. 

E. Daniells. The cottages are now owner occupied. 

The group is shown on the first OS map of Henley of 1878 as a terrace with 

communal garden, bounded by a wall on the north side – probably the 

walled garden of the Rectory – and a wall on the west side. The latter is 

part of a passageway to the Old Rectory grounds. On the east/river side the 

terrace adjoins a small medieval building, of which only a wing, now No. 

63 Friday Street, survives. It is possible that this mid-C19th brick and flint 

terrace was built on the ground once occupied by a substantial medieval 

hall, without which the cross wing could not have functioned. 

There are several references in the Henley Rentals, Bridge Rent Books and 

Hughes work ( Hughes List 322 AD518, Bodleian) in the C18th to 

properties, one of them called Divitos House “adjoining Parsonage 

No. 57              No. 59       No .61 West gable adjoining 

passage 
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Gateway”, also called “Parson’s Lane” and “Rectory Gateway”. This 

presumably refers to the passageway between Nos. 53/51 and 57/59/61, 

clearly shown on the 1878 First OS Map as leading to the south side of the 

Rectory gardens. The names of Benjamin and William Bradshaw are 

mentioned from 1745 to 1804 with regard to several messuages on the 

north side of Friday Street, i.e. two messuages next to Parsonage Gateway 

(1751). (Unfortunately we cannot be certain as to which side of the gateway 

these documents refer.) 

Description of the buildings 

The terrace runs parallel to the street and is mainly brick built, of double 

pile plan, i.e. there are two rooms to each floor. The roof, which spans the 

whole depth of the building, is of a shallow pitch, suitable for slates, but 

now has concrete pantiles. Each cottage has one window next to the front 

door leading directly into the living room. 

The windows are horizontally sliding 

sashes (or Yorkshire sash windows) with 

small glazing bars, probably original to 

the building. There is a six-flue stack 

located between Nos. 57 and 59, three 

flues serving each house, heating the two 

ground floor rooms and the front 

bedroom. No 61 has its own three-flue 

stack. 

This photograph shows hand-made local 

bricks laid in Flemish bond with cambered window and door arches. 

The first floors are reached via turned stairs rising from the kitchen, 

directly located behind the living room. A small landing at the head of the 

stairs gives access to the two bedrooms. In both partition walls some 

studwork has been uncovered indicating that walls between the dwellings 

were not of solid brick construction but of studs, laths and plaster. The 

bedroom doors are of traditional ledge and plank type with blacksmith-

made iron strap hinges and latches. 



29 

 

Attic: Roof structure – trusses 

The narrow, sawn rafters are placed on end and supported by purlins and 

collars of slight scantling. The roof structure lacks traditional carpentry 

details which usually help to date earlier buildings. However, it would 

have been adequate to support the wide span, low pitch roof, ready to take 

slates, the ubiquitous C19th roof covering which could be shipped by barge 

directly from the Welsh quarries after 1810 with the final completion of the 

Kennet-Avon Canal flight of locks at Devizes. 

Conclusion 

This short terrace fits into the construction activities of the late C18th and 

C19th seen in many parts of the town, which made use of often modest plots 

to build houses for the influx of rural labourers. Friday Street houses 

appear to have been particularly prone to being converted to small cottages 

or sometimes to being replaced by new dwellings, which appears to have 

happened here. The 1901 Census Return shows that Frederick Cresswell, a 

coal carter lived at No. 59 with his wife; next door at 57 was Arthur 

Cresswell, with wife and child, probably his son, also in the coal-carrying 

trade. (NB Toomers’ coal yard had only recently moved from its riverside 
location at Thameside to the railway station.) 

  

 Rear view with modern extensions 
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No. 63 
Grade II listed. Described as “C17th, picturesque with large old chimney, 

reproduction bow window and dormer, breaking through eaves.” 

 

General Information  

The building was first recorded by the HA&HG in 1987, see report No. 48. 

The Census Returns tell us that the house was occupied in 1891 by William 

Taylor, 37, carpenter, his wife Mary Anne and baby son Oliver George. In 

1901 the tenants were labourer Robert Smith, 48, his wife Mary, 50 and 13 

years old son Gerald Robert.  

The house is attached to the mid C18th terrace on the west side and to the 

mid C18th No 65 on the east and it appears to be historically linked to both, 

especially as still seen through the evidence of its surviving timber framed 

construction. 

Description of the building 

This small house is the sole survivor of a larger medieval building, i.e. the 

two storey chamber end or solar of probably a substantial hall house. On 

the ground floor only the north/west corner post with a heavy jowl head 

survives. However the flat-laid heavy scantling ceiling joists appear to be 

 

Nos. 57 – 61                    63                   65 
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original. Rear kitchen, stairs and bedroom are later, probably C18th or C19th 

additions 

The first floor chamber retains most of its structural wall and roof timbers. 

The trusses are of the queen strut type with collars clasping the purlins. 

The tie beams are cambered and there are long, curved wall and wind 

braces. The visible corner posts have large jowls, although one of them is 

only visible from inside the bedroom of adjoining No. 65, where it shows 

its heavily weathered surface. This demonstrates that this wing had been 

built and its east flank left exposed for a long time, until No. 65 was built 

up against it using the existing framing of its neighbour as a side wall.  

The first floor room retains all its framing intact and allows us to see that 

this was built as a cross wing with an upper chamber, all its timbers are of 

good quality scantling and the use of large curved wind and wall braces, a 

cambered tie beam, queen struts and collar with clasped purlin are 

indicators of belonging to a house of good quality but without 

sophistication – i.e. no carving or even chamfers.  
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Conclusion 

 

The cambered tie beam supports the queen struts of the ‘clasped purlin’ 
truss. The wide, curved wind braces ensure the stability of the roof. All 

timbers indicate a well-built structure, which would not have stood alone, 

but must have been part of a larger dwelling. 

North-west wall post with jowl 

head to support both tie beam and 

wall plate. The wide wall brace in 

the west wall gives it stability, but 

is an extravagant use of timbers. 

This is the north-east wall post, 

heavily weathered, only visible in 

the former outside wall for a long 

time, but now part of the internal, 

western bedroom wall at No. 65.  
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This would have been the chamber block of a once substantial, possibly late 

medieval house, or it may have been the slightly later addition to an earlier 

hall house. In any case it is all that survives now of the larger house 

between two later buildings. The exposed and heavily weathered wall post, 

wall brace and part of its wall plate in its eastern neighbour’s bedroom at 
No. 65 show that there was earlier a substantial gap, which probably 

served as the entrance to its rear yard. The latter was an absolute necessity 

to accommodate goods as well as carts and horses for any household of 

substance, especially one so close to the main transport artery of its time. 

The location as well as quality of the house remnant identifies its builder as 

belonging to the merchant class. 

The cross wing’s survival is probably due to the fact that its solid, two 
storey construction lent itself well to conversion into a cottage, whilst the 

adjoining single storey hall (if that is what it was) was less suited to such a 

use and was therefore demolished. The addition of a rear extension/kitchen 

with staircase and the addition of fire places are typical for C18th work seen 

elsewhere in Friday Street and other parts of the town (see Barnaby 

Cottages, New Street).  

The use of its east gable wall to attach No. 65 is also something seen 

elsewhere in Friday Street and appears to be the hallmark of the Bradshaw 

family. Be that as it may, it certainly shows how economy, through the well 

thought out re-use of existing structures and materials, and very probably 

joint ownership, all resulted in the relatively cheap provision of modest 

accommodation, much needed during the rapid population rise and 

movement into the towns in the mid C18th . 
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No 65 The Doll’s House 
 

Grade II listed: described as: “C17th or earlier timber framed house with stucco 

façade and timber bressumer at first floor, bracketed eaves cornice, small hood to 

door. Picturesque”. 

This listing entry is wrong in most of its details; the reasons for this 

statement are as follows.  

The house is attached to the side wall of No 63, as can be seen from the 

evidence of the timber post and long brace exposed in the west wall, which 

clearly belong to the medieval timber framed structure of the adjoining No 

63. On the east side projects the heavy framing of ‘Old Timbers’ at Nos. 
67/69 Friday Street. Both Nos. 63 and 67/69 clearly predate ‘The Doll’s 
House’, which appears to have been erected in an existing gap between the 
two medieval houses. Access to the back is preserved by retaining a long 

side corridor, where the entrance door to No. 65 is found. The entrance 

door location alone indicates that the pre-existing layout needed a very 

unusual access arrangement; all other houses here have front doors from 

the street. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  No 65 

(For more details please 

see: H.A.&H.G. Report  

No. 59/1989). 

The 1901 Census Returns 

tell us that the house was 

occupied by: Elizabeth 

Hayes, widow, age 59; 

daughter Fanny 

Norman, single, age 31; 

Boarder Edward Eaton, 

age 20, single, gardener.  
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 Description of the building 

Left: This wall post with jowl head and long 

wall brace are part of the frame of No. 63, 

but now form the west wall of No. 65. The 

heavily weathered timbers show that this 

east flank of the chambered wing of No. 63 

had been left exposed for a considerable 

time (the photograph is not sharp enough to 

show the heavily grooved surface of the oak 

beam caused by long term weathering) 

before it became the internal sidewall to a 

new house.  
 

  

  1878 OS Map 
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The 1740 date and 

initials WWB are 

carved into the central 

timber ledge of the 

entrance door to the 

dwelling, which is 

located in the side 

passage; in itself an 

unusual arrangement. 

The wrought iron 

latch is part of the 

door furniture – 

typical from the C17th onwards. 

In plan it is that of a double pile house, but the section drawing (over) with 

its asymmetric roof shape shows that the rear part is an addition. The 

house occupies a narrow wedge shaped gap between its earlier neighbours, 

measuring 4.10 m at the street widening to c. 4.80 m at the back. The tiled 

roof is supported by a wide bracketed eaves cornice. The shallower later 

roof at the back is slated.  

The internal walls, where they are visible in the passageway are timber 

framed, of small scantling, with brick infill. The exterior is rendered. Only 

the west wall has substantial timbers, which belong to the medieval 

adjoining chamber block of No. 63 (see photograph on page 34).  

The front room has a modern brick fire 

place, but set in simple panelled 

surrounds with a bracketed mantel 

piece, built in cupboards and an 

attractive display cabinet with classical 

C18th pilasters and arched head, all 

using classical detailing, as shown in the 

photograph on the left. 
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Section showing how the building 

was extended under a raised roof 

at the back (see right hand part of 

the drawing). It also shows the 

heavy timber posts in the west 

wall, at ground and 1st floor 

levels, which are important 

structural elements of the 

adjoining chamber block. This is 

all that remains of what must 

have been once a larger medieval 

building, now lost and which was 

replaced by the mid C19th brick 

terrace. The location of the 

attractive built-in display cabinet 

is shown in its position in the 

parlour of the house, its principal 

ground floor room.  

Conclusion 

There is evidence that much of the north side of Friday Street was built by 

the mid/late C15th with timber framed houses of three or more bays 

fronting the street. Adjoining this modest house on its east is the 

substantial ‘Old Timbers’ at 67/69 & No. 71, which together consist of a 
four bay house, all jettied with very large scantling floor joists and very 

large posts with integrated brackets, indicating that it was built to support 

substantial first floor storage facilities. 

On the west side only a chambered bay survives, now No. 63, of what may 

have been a medieval hall house.This putative hall has since been replaced 

by the existing brick cottages at Nos 57-61. 

An apparent gap on the east side (access to rear yards ?) between these two 

substantial timber framed buildings was eventually filled by the barely 4 m 

wide ‘Dolls House’; very likely at the time when much re-ordering of 

existing larger houses was going on in Friday Street elsewhere, to provide 

modest single bay cottages for the growing labour force in the C18th. Other 

subdivisions took place at Nos.31/33 and 51/53, both substantial timber 

framed houses of C15th or C16th dates. 
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Architectural details such as the moulded dentil cornice, the thin struts 

used for the brick panels in the side walls of the passageway, the panelling 

and open fronted display cabinet of the sitting room as well as the plank 

and ledge doors all indicate a C18th building date. The date of 1740 on the 

main plank and ledge door may confirm this; however doors can easily be 

moved from other locations. (The Listing Entry suggests that the horizontal 

timber embedded in the front wall may be the bressumer of a jetty, but this 

is clearly wrong, as there is no evidence of it. It is more likely a plat band 

often seen in early brick buildings, or a pentice to throw water off the 

render.) 

The Bradshaw family, builders, developers and town council members, are 

frequently documented in connection with various properties in Friday 

Street and their conversion or rebuilding to create small dwellings in the 

mid C18th Maybe this house, fitted into a gap in the street, is also part of 

their work. The WWB 1740 has yet to be attributed to a particular member 

of the clan. However, it fits with other mid C18th cottage constructions at a 

time when there was clearly a shortage of ‘affordable housing’ for workers.  

The change from being a location for substantial commercial premises of 

the Henley entrepôt trade to create accommodation for labouring families 

seems to have been well on its way by the mid C18th. Early C20th Census 

Returns confirm the profession of most of its inhabitants as labourers. The 

‘Doll’s House’ is no exception; as widow Hayes is renting out a room to 

gardener Edward Eaton.  
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Nos. 67, 69 and 71 Old Timbers and 

Friday Cottage 
Grade II listed: described as “Part of range of C15th to C16th and later timber 

framed buildings occupying the corner of Friday Street and Thameside. Former 

storage, now converted to dwellings. Brick & flint, jettied, irregular windows, 

reproduction doors”. 

Notes on the history: 

C18th documents connect the buildings with grain storage, malting and 

Greys Brewery opposite. The 1878 OS map shows a long malt house 

attached to the rear of what is now ‘Old Timbers’. This no longer exists. 

The six-bay building, now comprising 67 – 71 was owned by the 

Mackenzies of Fawley Court, to which the lordship of the manor of Henley 

had been connected since the C17th. Nos. 73 Friday Street and Granary 

Cottage at No 10 Thameside, as well as the adjoining Nos.11 and 12 were in 

the same ownership. The entire group would have been a very valuable 

commercial manorial asset with their prime position next to the river 

wharves for shipping goods such as timber, wool, grain and later malt 

from Henley directly to the London markets as well as providing storage 

for incoming goods. 

 Nos. 67 and 69 before restoration; 

Friday Cottage and Barn Cottage. 
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The whole group was sold by W.D.Mackenzie in 1925 to Dame M.A. Burke 

and thereafter restored and converted to residential uses.  
 

 

  

 Nos 67/69 

 

Old Timbers 

 

No. 71 

 

Friday Cttg. 

 

 No. 73                                                     

 

 

Barn Cttg                                       Nos 11  & 12 

.               No. 10 Granary Cttg.        

    

                                         T H A M E S IDE 

Old Timbers, Friday Cottage 

and Barn Cottage 2013 

Old Timbers, Friday Cottage 
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Notes on architectural details 

 This is a long, six-bay building, separated by a narrow circa 25 cm gap 

– now filled in - (see photograph page 42) from Barn Cottage; the latter 

was clearly added to its east gable.  

 Its first floor is jettied throughout, supported by 10 cm thick by 20 cm 

wide flat laid joists. These allowed for essential first floor storage of 

heavy goods such as grain, but may have also accommodated many 

incoming luxury goods, which needed secure and dry storage (first 

floor) whilst awaiting onward collection. 

 The heavy scantling timbers used for the framing of Old Timbers and 

Friday Street Cottage shows that it is of an earlier building date than 

the mid C16th Barn Cottage which occupies the corner plot. This long, 

commercial range may date from the early to mid C15th, a unique 

survivor of Henley’s vital role as an entrepôt of the river trade.  

 Originally there was a wide passageway to the back, absolutely 

essential for carts carrying goods; only a narrow pedestrian access 

remains. 

 The west ground floor room was divided and had a large, shuttered 

window, possibly a shop, with private chamber or office at the back. 

Both the stairs and stack are modern.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ground floor plan of Old Timbers 

only; Friday Cottage has not been 

recorded. 
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Narrow gap between the two 

wall posts separating Friday 

Cottage and Barn Cottage: 

two different buildings, but of 

similar design and 

commercial use, built circa 

100 years apart.   

Entrance to former passage way 

showing large wall post with integral 

jetty bracket: in order to achieve this, 

an oak of some 50 cm width must 

have been felled. The ceiling joists are 

wide and laid flat; also a sign of the 

abundance of timbers and their 

ostentatious use in the middle ages. 

 

Looking up at the underside of the 

jetty beam with the empty mortise 

for the former post: above it one can 

just see the slot where the window 

shutter would have been put - a clear 

sign of a shop or warehouse use, 

where valuable goods had to be 

secured. The later construction of a 

bay window made this early shop 

window redundant, but left evidence 

of its existence in the ceiling beam. 
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No. 73, Barn Cottage and No. 10 

Thameside, Old Granary  
Grade II listed: described as “Part of a range of C15/16th and later timber 

framed buildings occupying the corner of Friday Street and Thameside. Appear to 

have been originally used for storage in connection with river traffic [and] now 

restored and converted to dwellings”, now one dwelling. 

Old Granary has been dated by Dr. Daniel Miles to 1549/50. Barn Cottage 

did not give a dendro result. However, their many similarities in timber 

sizes and construction methods indicate a similar building date. 

Corner of Friday Street and Thameside: 

Barn Cottage centre, Old Granary right. 

Dragon beam supporting the corner of Barn Cottage with its ceiling joists 

running south and east from it to make the corner jetty construction possible: a 

complex piece of joinery and displayed here to perhaps impress travelling 

merchants? 

The south corner of Old Granary 

unusually has stone quoins. Are 

these the remains of an earlier 

medieval structure? Or are they 

part of the Tudor building, but re-

used here as quoins from another 

building, as stone is a costly, 

imported material here and only 

found otherwise in the medieval 

bridge and church. 
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Documentary evidence connected with Fawley Court in the C17th shows 

that this riverside property was in the ownership of the Bulstrode 

Whitlocks (then Lords of the Manor of Henley) and still a Fawley Court 

property in 1925 (see below). 

C18th documentary history connects it with grain and general storage in the 

late C19th. Early photographs show shuttered upper windows and hoist 

doors and double plank doors in the gable of Barn Cottage. Most of the 

ground floor of the Old Granary was covered in posters. The group, 

including the Friday Street buildings had been condemned and sold in 

1925 by W.D Mackenzie of Fawley Court to Dame Merrial Burke who 

saved them from demolition and turned them into four cottages.  

Notes on architectural details: (also see drawings below) 

 ‘Tudor’ brick work and stone quoins at Granary Cottage (no local 
stone available in this area; re-used?) 

 Stone quoins show corner, but are not in line with timber framed bay 

above 

 First floor of the Old Granary under built with brick corbelling. Was it 

jettied originally; had there been subsidence? 

 Most of the roof structure has been replaced, but some queen strut 

trusses with clasped purlins remain in both. 

 The cross walls show evidence of former subdivisions into individual 

rooms, both on ground and first 

floors; slim evidence for former 

internal stairs. Was first floor access 

external? 

 Most ground floor ceiling beams 

are square cut with chamfers and 

stops, but those in the upstairs 

rooms are plain. 

 The dragon beam room in Barn 

Cottage consisted of two bays and 

was the largest and most 

impressive room in the complex. 

Was it a shop or merchant’s office? 
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View of corner of Friday Street and Thameside circa 1900: Granary Cottage 

is on the right. The weather boarded gable with open double doors of No 

73 Friday Street (now Barn Cottage) in the centre; Baltic Cottage, a 

medieval hall house, dated to 1438, stands on the opposite/south side of 
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Friday Street (formerly in Rotherfield Greys parish and not part of this 

article). 

 

The above shows the plan attached to the CONVEYANCE of 1925 between 

W.D. Mackenzie of Fawley Court and Dame M.A. Burke. The sales plan 

shows the entire corner site including Nos.11 and 12 Thameside (not part 

of this report). Immediately north of No.12, the site is bounded by the 

brook, now culverted, but still with a river outlet just opposite the Barry 

Keene Gallery. The plan shows many rear buildings, which don’t exist 
anymore, as well as proof of ownership of the Thames access rights; a site 

of immense commercial value since time immemorial and possibly always 

under the control of manorial lordship. However, not sufficient 

documentary evidence has been found to provide proof for this 

assumption. 

By 1925 it was partly derelict and condemned, because the railways had 

usurped the centuries-old river transport. 
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