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 Henley Archaeological & Historical Group  
     
 

   REPORT FROM THE CHAIR    August  2017 

 
I hope you are all having a good summer in spite of the weather which is so unpredictable, raging heat 

one week and cold and raining the next. 

 

Looking back over our activities since the New Year I am so impressed by the superb lectures we have 

enjoyed.  I certainly have a different and more informed view of the Management College;  when 

walking through  Lambridge Woods it means so much more now;  Yewenden in Hambleden enchants 

with a fascinating past;  Salters Steamers is not just an  hour spent floating down the river and as for 

James Sowerby, I was so moved I quickly bought the book and it is a prized possession. 

Our thanks to all the lecturers and to Tony Lynch for organizing the programme.  I know of the amount 

of time and trouble he takes over this. 

 

On a sad note, the development of Highlands Farm is going ahead and the farmhouse and barn are being 

demolished, without an archaeologist being present.  A viewing is to be held on August 19th to show the 

Palaeolithic tools they have discovered.  You need to let Ruth know quickly as numbers are limited.    

 

Our two Group visits were much enjoyed. June we went to Broughton Castle near Banbury, travelling 

by coach and in July to Vintners Hall in London, by public transport. Both visits were well supported by 

you. 

 

Now we have to prepare for next year. Ruth is thinking of Roman/Norman Portchester Castle as well as 

a walk about in Blewbury village with its iron age hill fort;  

 

and I have thoughts of Buscot Park & Kelmscot. Please tell us know what you think and if you have 

other ideas.  

 

Behind the scenes there are lots of other activities, Viv working on the latest plaque, Ruth busy with 

working on historic buildings records for the next journal, numerous questions from the public needing 

answers. 

 

Remember that we begin again on October 3rd with what looks to be a  fascinating talk by Liz Woolley,  

‘Oxfordshire and the Spanish Civil War’ and also remember that you do not have to pay your 

subscription until January as we are trying to synchronize our Group year with that of the Calendar. I 

realize I am coming to the end of my 3-year term at the AGM in December so there is now the 

opportunity for a new Chair to be appointed. Please give your name to one of the Committee if you are 

willing to stand. 

           Best wishes.   Pam Syrett. 
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The next Lectures Season starts October, 2017 

 

3th October   Liz Woolley    ‘Oxfordshire and the Spanish Civil War’         
 

 

7th  November  Tom Walker         ‘Sand at Gwithian, Cornwall: 
       Palaeoenvironemnt, molluscs & archaeology’ 
 

5th December  A.G.M.      Refreshments followed by members’ contributions           

 

All lectures are held at 7.45 p.m. in the old ‘Kings Arms’ Barn; entry  

from Kings Road Car Park.  All welcome, members free, non-members £ 3    

     

 

            About our two autumn speakers 

 
‘Oxfordshire and the Spanish Civil War’    
 

Liz Woolley  
Liz lives in Oxford and has an MSc in English Local History from the University’s Department for 
Continuing Education. She is particularly interested in the social, economic and industrial history of 

Oxfordshire in the 19th and early 20th centuries. She is the co-author of a book on the county’s 
involvement in the Spanish Civil War which was published in 2015.  

 

In July 1936 right-wing army officers staged a coup against the democratically elected government of 

Spain, prompting a three-year civil war. More than half a million died, many of them civilians. Liz 

Woolley tells the story of how the people of Oxfordshire responded to this war. More than 30 went to 

Spain to fight or as doctors and nurses, whilst thousands joined in fundraising and awareness raising 

campaigns at home. Others welcomed and housed hundreds of Basque refugees. These events 

accompanied profound political changes in Oxford in particular, and the uniting of ‘town and gown’ in a 
popular front never seen before ( and perhaps since) in the city.  

 

 

MESOLITHIC TO MODERN: LIVING ON SAND AT GWITHIAN, CORNWALL 

 

Tom Walker 

After a career in medicine Tom entered the world of archaeology. He found that a long-standing interest 

in molluscs could be developed to explore the palaeo-environmental aspects of archaeological sites. He 

studied sand dunes in Cornwall for his BSc dissertation at the University of Reading, and then expanded 

this into a PhD thesis, and the findings of this study will be discussed in the talk. 

Gwithian, on the east of St Ives Bay, has revealed evidence of human presence from the Mesolithic to 

twentieth century tin mining activity, with multiple episodes of settlement and abandonment. 

Environmental studies can show how the landscape has altered over the millennia, and how climate 

changes have influenced the phases of occupation. A recent project consisting of a programme of coring, 

down to 10m depth, as well as one test pit, will be discussed. Numerous different analytical techniques, 

together with dating on multiple samples, has improved knowledge of the sequence of changes in the river 

valley from early marsh to major pollution from the upstream tin mining. The siting and timing of human 

activity can often be related to secular climate change, associated with sand stability/instability. 
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Looking back at this summer’s outings 
 

Broughton Castle, 13th  June 2017 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

On a sunny June morning 33 members and friends boarded a brand new Heyfordian coach for a 

comfortable journey to Broughton, near Banbury, the private home of the Fiennes family. Lord Fiennes is 

the 21st Lord Saye and Sele;  the baronetcy having been created in 1447.  

 

The Castle, which is not a castle but a moated manor house,  is remarkable for its elaborate plaster 

ceilings. The Great Parlour ceiling bears the initials R E F and the date at the other end 1599, while the 

chimney piece in Queen Anne’s room was built before 1551 and was carved by English masons. The 

guided tour was excellent and later we sat outside in the sun looking back at the house enjoying a 

sandwich, salad and soup lunch. This we had pre-ordered months before, causing me a fair amount of 

worry, but all was well, most people had what they had ordered.  

 

Slightly disconcerting were a number of TV vans, yards and yards of black electric cables and an array of 

lighting, plus a film crew spread out in front of the main entrance of the house, apparently filming an 

episode of Father Ted. We had also come across numerous props, more lighting and cables in the house, 

needing us to step carefully around these 21st century intrusions. The medieval dining room too had been 

used for a film scene, plunged into almost complete darkness as the windows had been blacked out. 

Thereby unfortunately almost totally hiding the most beautiful early linen fold panelling to the  medieval 

stone walls.   

 

We returned to Henley by 5 p.m. and the general feeling was that we had all enjoyed a very pleasant day 

out.   

 

Pam Syrett 

 

 

From top left:   Crossing the moat to the entrance gate tower;  

  View into the knot garden at the rear of the castle;     

   Abundance of roses along the garden walls 
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           Visit to Vintners  Hall, London, 14th  July 2017            
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Visit to Blewbury 

 
This was not an organized outing, but some of us took advantage of the Blewbury Open Gardens Day to 

pay a visit, and enjoy the wonderful blooms and teas laid on at the manor and the ancient church. What 

we found is a truly medieval village with few roads, but innumerable lanes alongside the many streams, 

ponds and moats, which form the beating heart of the community. This abundance of water is very likely 

the reason why the first settlers (probably Anglo Saxons) settled there instead of on the close-by 

Bewburton Hill, which still has its Iron Age ditch and bank.     

 

         
 

 

        
 

 

 

 

 

Above right: Thatched cottage with mice/rats? Running up 

its roof. Is this the thatcher’ s  trade mark ?  

Above left:  One of the many cob and thatch walls which 

line the narrow foot paths through the village.  

Left: View across the moat towards Blewbury Manor Farm  

Blewbury has a very active local history and archaeology 

group. A visit and guided tour around this historic gem of 

an ancient village with the Iron Age hillfort nearby would 

make a lovely outing next spring, say May or June. 

 

If we are lucky we may also come across something called 

‘The Big Dig’ i.e. archaeological investigations of back 
gardens, which have taken place and may continue next 

summer.  

 

It has a nice pub too, right in the village centre.   

Any thoughts on this idea for a summer outing ?  
 
Would be great to hear from you and whether an outing to 

this village in the White Horse Vale would appeal.                 
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The 15th century houses of northern Bell Street and Northfield End 

 

 

 

 

 
Another medieval building has been discovered at the northern town entrance, behind the 

Palladian front of No. 9 Northfield End, also known as the ‘Old Bell House’. Dan Miles 
from the Oxford Dendro Laboratory has once again helped us to get a better understanding 

of the historic development of this house by dating the timber framed rear wing to 1471. 

The aerial view shows what a jumble of roofs is hidden behind the straight classical 

frontage. The medieval rear wing with the smoke blackened timbers of its former aisled, 

open hall under its steeply pitched roof is where the arrow points to at the top right of the 

photograph.     

 

The dendro dating became possible thanks to a change in ownership. Mr & Mr. A. 

Simmons, the very interested new owners of the house, who are also members of the 

HA&HG, commissioned the investigation, recording and dendro works. The latter was  

granted aided by the HA&H Group and the Oxford Architectural & Historical Society.  

 

This now brings to five the number of medieval houses known to have been built in the 

15th century along this stretch of road between the manor of Fillets (now Phyllis Ct) and 

the C12th planned town. All are substantial houses of quality, consisting of 4-5 bays, set  

parallel to the street – always a sign that there was plenty of room to do so, unlike many of 

those built on the long but narrower burgage plots in the town center.  

           Ruth Gibson  
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Matters of Archaeology   
 
SOAG invited its members to have a look at excavations being carried out ahead of a housing 

development at a site August in Wallingford on 8th August.    

Results from the site so far include communal structures - large ditched enclosures, several smaller 

enclosures (round-houses?) and four-post squares, and a burial is being worked on this week.  

 
The site is located just south of the Anglo-Saxon town, just off Waterbrooks Road, on raised ground, not 

far from the river.  We saw interesting, patterned middle Iron Age pottery, animal bones and many pits, 

ditches and post holes of long since vanished buildings and enclosures. Some late Neolithic worked flint 

tools were also found. The most interesting fact is that there seems to have been a settlement here over a 

long period of time. It clearly pre-dates the Anglo-Saxon walled town, but shows that this area was an 

established settlement site over a long period before the fortified town was created slightly north of it.  

 

Left: finds including parts of pots and 
iron tools, proving its iron age  
occupation  
 
Right: cross section through a  
ditch and view of levelled site with the 
many trial pits archaeologically 
excavated in the back ground  
 

 
Talking about continuity of occupation the evidence for Henley has rested mainly on the fact that 
hen ley indicates a ‘High Clearing’ in Anglo-Saxon. Since recently the one, shaped timber post 
was found next to the south gable of the ‘Angel-on-the-Bridge’ (see our October 2016 
Newsletter for details) and dated to c.1000 AD, we know that there was a structure here of some 
kind before the medieval town was laid out, possibly a revetment or post to secure boats, or 
indeed a structural post of a building, pushed down deep into the mud and therefor preserved.   
Dan Miles, our dendro chronologist, is attempting to get a closer felling date for this oak post 
than has been possible so far by C14 analysis.   
 
Talking about the foundation of the town and its lay-out with the wide market street from which 
its long, narrow burgage plots run back I cannot help mourning the demolition of the walls which 
have marked the towns medieval lay-out for some 800 years.  
Over the past few days it took no time at all to knock down the curtilage brick and flint walls 

behind the GD II Listed houses of Market Place 
24-28, all located in the core of the Henley 
Conservation Area.  
This is in preparation for the through shops, we 
were told c.10 years ago at the planning appeal 
hearing ‘ were urgently needed to improve the 
town’s foot fall’.     And here I was thinking the 
problems were the existing empty shops ! 
 
With the demolition of the walls went the trees, 
shrubs and any other garden plants, part of the 
ever diminishing green lung Henley so desperately 
needs, now more than ever.          Ruth Gibson  
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  H.A. & H.G.   
 

      President  Ann Cottingham  01189 403276 
 

    Officers and Committee members 

 
 Chair                            Pam Syrett  01491 574983 

       pamsyrett@gmail.com 

 

 Acting  Secretary & Buildings Recording     Ruth Gibson      01491 572271 

 Newsletter Editor               ruthegibson@hotmail.com  

 

 Treasurer     Peter Anderson  01491 412531 

        

 Web master     Graham Jones     01491 576102 

       jgtjones@btinternet.com             

 

 Archaeology Liaison               Viv Greenwood   01491 413544  

        vivgreenwood@gmail.com 

 

   

   Lecture Secretary                                           Tony Lynch   01491 574093                           

                                                                         tony@greattown.freeserve.co.uk     

 

Probate Group Leader                                   Cynthia Robinson   

                                                                        mrscar@sky.com   01491 572445 

 

            Membership Secretary   John Whiting    01491 410963   

 Information Leaflet     Johnwhiting75@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 Ordinary Member     Jackie Fortey  01491 571753 

       snapdragon@dsl.pipex.com  

  

Ordinary Member     Rachel Adams  01491 575398 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Please visit our web site: for more information on our activities on  

              http://www.henley-on-thamesarchaeologicalandhistoricalgroup.org.uk/index.php 

 

 

Edited by Ruth Gibson  
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