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 Henley Archaeological & Historical Group  
       
 

        Report from the Chair 

 
As you are aware the AGM took place last December 6th and there were important decisions taken, 

although one of the most important took place after the business part of the meeting. 

  

The first decision was about changing the ‘year’ so that in future our HA&HG year will start in January 
which will mean that we will not collect your yearly subscription in September but in the New Year and 

the Leaflet giving information about lectures will be organized for this time also.  HOWEVER, after a 

great deal of discussion it was decided to raise the subscription to £15 per person while the family 

membership remains the same. You have the opportunity to save up for this by not paying for 3 months!!   

Visitors will also pay more from £3 to £4. 

 

We asked for people to come forward to join the Committee and especially to take over from Ruth and to 

our great relief Charlotte Colver spoke to Ruth and offered to take over the role. She now acts as her 

‘apprentice’ and will take over officially as hon. Secretary after the election at the December AGM.  

John Whiting has taken over from Hilary as Membership Secretary, produces our attractive annual 

information leaflets and is also editing Journal No 30, so he is very busy and our grateful thanks to him. 

 

We now need a Web master/ mistress. Graham has retired to Bournemouth, and we have no idea how we 

will manage the Web in the future, so we urgently need help with this. 

 

It was also decided that when signing for a visit payment must be made at the time or by the date 

specified. Even if it is a walk there are expenses and if people fail to turn up then the Group has to pay. 

 

As you are aware we are planning two visits for the summer, while a third, to Kelmscott, in Sept.is still a 

possibility but might be rather ambitious. Visits will go ahead provided we have 20/25 people taking part. 

 

1. Tuesday, June 13th   Broughton Castle.  Travel by coach, costing approximately £28 [depending 

on numbers] for coach fare and entry to the castle.  Lunch and coffee on arrival will be extra. 

 

2.  Friday, July 14th   Vintners Hall, Thames Street London. Travel by public transport, to meet at 

11am at the Hall.  Cost £12 for the tour; with coffee on arrival extra. 

 

Now that members of the Committee are taking over important tasks we can look forward to a pleasant 

year ahead. 

 

Best wishes to you all.    

 

Pam Syrett 
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   Spring Lecture Season April to June 
 

4th April Ian Black   Nelson’s Ladies 

 

2nd  May Paul Henderson  Natural History leaps forward during the Enlightenment 

 

6th  June Simon Wenham    History of Salters Steamers   

 
 

All lectures are held at 7.45 p.m. in the old ‘Kings Arms’ Barn;  
entry from Kings Road Car Park.  All welcome, members free, non-members £ 3    

 

 

  About our next three lecturers  
 

Ian Black     
Lord Nelson was perhaps England’s greatest sailor and the tales of his naval victories are the stuff of 
legend. However, he scandalized 19th century society by leaving his wife, Lady Nelson, and living openly 

with his mistress, Lady Hamilton. Hear about the two ladies in Nelson’s life and find out about the 

Caribbean connection. 

 

Prof. Paul Henderson  is Honorary Professor at University College, London where he researches and 

writes on the history of science. His early career was as a mineralogist, later becoming Director of 

Science at the Natural History Museum.  His latest book – a biography of James Sowerby – has been 

given two awards including the Inspirational Book of the Year 2016 Award from the Garden Media Guild. 

He lives in Henley.  

 

This illustrated talk will show how remarkable the 18th and 19th centuries were for natural history.  Art 

and science went together to reveal nature’s wonders through voyages, discovery and communication – 

often using beautiful coloured plates and books. It focusses on one man – James Sowerby - and his 

considerable network of fellow naturalists.  He dramatically improved our understanding of plants, as well 

as of fungi, minerals, meteorites, fossils and animals. New species were described, experiments about 

light and colour were made, learned societies were started, his museum was established, and lords and 

ladies were given instruction on drawing.  He left an invaluable and colorful legacy which is used and 

appreciated to the present day.  

 
 

Simon Wenham  is a member of the part-time tutor panel of Oxford University's Continuing 

Education Department, where he tutors courses on the Victorian period. He was previously the Operations 

Manager for the firm and his doctorate at the university was on Salters, which was turned into the book 

Pleasure Boating on the Thames. 

 
Salters Bros Ltd (founded in Oxford in 1858) did more to popularise pleasure boating on the non-tidal 

river, than any other Thames business. This talk traces the development of the firm and how it grew from 

a leading racing-boat constructor in Wandsworth to become one of the largest inland boat-builders and 

passenger boat operators in the country. It also describes many of the famous names associated with the 

business, including Lewis Carroll, Edward VII, Jerome K. Jerome, T. E. Lawrence and C. S. Lewis. 
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    O U T I N G S 
 

 

Henley Archaeological & Historical Group 
 

 

Broughton Castle June 13th 2017 

Organiser.   Pam Syrett.  Email  pamsyrett@gmail.com       Tel 01491574983. 

           Mobile on the day. 07901875572 

 

The Plan.   Meet outside the Roman Catholic Church, Vicarage Road, Henley  at 9 am 

        Permission to use the Church car park has been obtained; please leave small donation                 

Travel by coach to Broughton.  The Journey takes approximately 1½ hours.  

Cost   £28 for travel and entry into Castle and Grounds.  Extra payment for lunch (see menu below )  

 and coffee on arrival (£2)  if required. 

 

Please see the attached lunch menu below ( to order in advance ) 

PLEASE PAY BY CHEQUE,  PAYABLE TO HA&HG.  Please pay by our April meeting  

Return your cheque to Pam Syrett 

20 people are required  to come on this visit. 

We leave at 3.30 pm to return to Henley by circa 5 p.m 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

I wish to reserve………seats on the Broughton visit  

 Name/s……………………………………………… 

Cheque for £……..  Menu No……….  plus coffee £ 2  

 

Signed: …………………………………. 

 

 

mailto:pamsyrett@gmail.com
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Visit to Vintners Hall & A Half, 68 Upper Thames St. E4V 3BG. Friday 
July 14th, 2017 

 
Organiser Pam Syrett. Email pamsyrett@gmail.com    Tel 01491574983 
  Mobile on the day. 07901875572 
 

The Plan.  To travel independently by Public Transport. Meet at Vintners Hall by 11am.   The 

July train timetable is not yet available but I was advised a train leaves Henley at 8. 15 to arrive in 
Paddington by 9.30am. Then, Circle line to Mansion House.  To avoid Paddington, change trains at 
Ealing Broadway, District line to Mansion House. Vintners Hall is 5min. walk to the main entrance 
on Upper Thames Street. Gather outside.  
Coffee is available on arrival. The tour will take about 75 min.   You are then free to enjoy the 
afternoon and explore the area. 

Cost   £12 entry and tour.   Coffee    £ 3.20  ===   Total £ 15.20 
 

PLEASE PAY BY CHEQUE, PAYABLE TO HA&HG.  Payable by our May 

meeting.    Give your cheque and slip to Pam Syrett. 

              

20 people at least, are needed to come on this visit. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

I wish to reserve…………..place/s      Name/s………………………………………. 
 

Tel……………………………………mobile………………………………………….. 
 

Cheque for tour ( plus coffee if required)   £…………………………….. 
 

Signature……………………………………      

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Vintners Hall Visit. Friday July 14th 2017 

 

The Vintners are one of the Twelve Great Livery Companies evolving from the 

Medieval Guilds set up to regulate trade and working conditions. The Vintners 

who were granted their Royal Charter in 1363 regulated the import and sale of 

wine and still maintain strong links with the wine trade today but also continue 

their social educational and charitable interests. 

 

mailto:pamsyrett@gmail.com


 6 

The term ‘Livery’ originated from the specific form of dress worn by the 
retainers of noblemen and then to the special dress to denote status belonging 

to a specific trade.  

 

The Vintners are well known for their ownership of the swans on the river 

together with the Dyers Company and the Queen. The Historic Swan Upping is 

when the swans are counted and 2 nicks marked on their bill for the Dyers and 

1 for the Vintners. The Queen owns all swans on the river.  Swans were prized 

for their meat as well as feathers for quills and their down for pillows and caps. 

 

The Hall was established in the 15th C, though burnt down in The Great Fire in 

1666 and the rubble sold to finance the 

rebuild.   
 

 
 

 

 

A Collection of Henley Papers 

 
The society would like to thank Tim Lloyds for his generous donation of an interesting family 

archive covering 90 years of Henley history. They belonged to his grandfather Arthur R Lloyds, who 

worked for Mercers and was active on many committees in the town, including the Henley Union. 

The papers include detailed plans and specifications of a house he had built at what was then 6 St Andrew’s Road (re-numbered today), information about the rebuilding of a family shop (once a 

saddlers) in Duke Street when it was redeveloped, documents relating to the Congregational 

Church, programmes of social events, including dinners, concerts and agricultural shows, and diaries, with details of a family cycling holiday. The papers will be available in the society’s archive 
room in the Town Hall. If anyone is interested in compiling a catalogue and would like further 

details, contact Jackie Fortey on 01491 571753. 

 

As you can see Vintners Hall is 

not far from Mansion House 

Tube Station and from the 

Millennium Bridge, with St. 

Paul’s on the north side of the 

river (just off this map above D) 

and both the Globe Theatre and 

Tate Modern are on the south 

side. 

  

There are many places of interest 

to visit after the tour of Vintners 

Hall and to choose from as a 

lunch venue.    

 



 7 

Read’s Bakery at No. 18 Greys Road, Henley 

  

Pam Slocombe, a founder member of the Wilts Buildings Record, sent us photographs of a 

medal given to J.W. Read, baker and confectioner, purchased at a car boot sale, with this 

comment: The bronze medal I mentioned   is to J.W. Read, Henley-on-Thames, awarded by 

the Confectioners, Bakers and Allied Trades Annual International Exhibition, London. No 

date but looks very Victorian. I would be interested in any entries for J.W. Read in local 

trade directories.  

In the Henley trade directories I found out a little more about J.W. Read and his bakery. 

 
J. W Read appears first in 1891, then in 1895 

and 1898 in Bennett’s Trade Directory as:  
‘Baker & Confectioner at Greys Road’. 
Then I found him again in Kelly’s Directory in 
1908 through to 1913: ‘Baker & Confectioner at 

18 Greys Road’ .  At last a house number! And 

now the well known premises of Henley Glass.   

(NB I was not able to lay my hands on the 

directory covering the period in between, but 

the name and occupation continues in Greys 

Road until 1913)  

  

By 1924 there is still a J.W. Read, but as 

‘assessor of taxes, living in Queen Street’. 
Probably his son, as a change in profession from baker to tax assessor is not very likely. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Contributed by Ruth Gibson  
 

Project to digitize Henley Wills and Inventories  

If you are interested in helping to make probate material, dating mainly from the 1630 -

1640 decade, available to the wider public and particularly family historians, this may 

interest you. We have some 50 transcribed and typed up documents, from an evening class 

with Joan Dills, but this was done before computer technology.  -  If you have a P.C. and a 

printer with which you can scan you might be able to while away the odd hour with this 

task of putting the documents on a data base.  

Each one of these nearly 400 year old documents is a window into the lives of the good 

burgers of our town. The wills tell us about the bequests to family members but also 

servants whilst the inventories allow us to walk around their houses from room to room, 

outbuildings, shops & brew houses enumerating their contents in great detail.    

If this Project interest you please contact Ruth Gibson 01491 572271 for more details. 
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   H.A. & H.G.   
 

         President  Ann Cottingham  01189 403276 

 

  

 Officers and Committee members 

 
 Chairman                           Pam Syrett  01491 574983 

       pamsyrett@gmail.com 

 

 acting Secretary & Buildings Recording       Ruth Gibson      01491 572271 

 Newsletter Editor               ruthegibson@hotmail.com  

 

 Treasurer     Peter Anderson  01491 412531 

        

 acting Web Master      Graham Jones     01491 576102 

       jgtjones@btinternet.com             

 

 Archaeology Liaison               Viv Greenwood   01491 413544  

        vivgreenwood@gmail.com 

 

 Outings Secretary    Pam Syrett   01491 574983   

                              pamsyrett@gmail.com  

    

   Lecture Secretary                                           Tony Lynch   01491 574093                           

                                                                         tony@greattown.freeserve.co.uk     

 

Probate Group Leader                                   Cynthia Robinson   

                                                                        mrscar@sky.com   01491 572445 

 

            Membership Secretary    John Whiting    01491 410963    

 Information Leaflet, Journal Co-editor Johnwhiting75@yahoo.co.uk 

 

  Archive Administrator    Jackie Fortey 01491 410963 

        snapdragon@dsl.pipex.com  

        

  Ordinary Member     Rachel Adams 01491 575398  

 

  Co-opted Member     Charlotte Colver       

LottieColver@gmail.com  

 

 

 Please visit our web site: for more information on our activities on  

              http://www.henley-on-thamesarchaeologicalandhistoricalgroup.org.uk/index.php 

 

 

Edited by:  Ruth Gibson  
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