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Henley Archaeological & Historical Group 

CHAIRMAN’S INTRODUCTION

As you probably know, I was elected Chairman at the AGM in place of Ann Cottingham, who became 

President. This followed on from all the years that Ann has spent on researching Henley; we are fortunate 

that her fund of knowledge remains available to us all. 

This is the first newsletter in a format devised by the new Committee and it can be accessed by e-mail for 

those who have agreed and given us their details. In any case, we should be glad to hear of your reaction 

to this newsletter and whether it meets your requirements. Accordingly, the next issue will be published in 

June. In the meantime, we are in touch with South Oxfordshire Archaeological Group (SOAG) and 

anticipate working closely with them in the future. ( NB. See page 2 for breaking news on Highlands 

Lane dig)

Valerie Alasia 

Lectures Season  2012  

6
th

March 2012 John Poulter ‘The planning of Roman roads’

3
rd

April    2012      Hugh Granger      ‘The Reeve’s Tale:  what life was like in

1450 for the Reeve’

1
st

May      2012 Dr.Gregory Stores ‘The History & Folklore of European

Witchcraft & attempts to combat its influence’

12
th

June    2012  Dr. Mary Lewis ‘Death of a Traitor? The case of a hanged, 

drawn & quartered skeleton from Hulton Abbey’
NB  note above, change of lecturer and date; i.e. now  second Tuesday of June

2
nd

October 2012     Dr. Malcolm Airs   ‘Survival of the Country House in the C20
th’

6
th

November 2012  Jill Greenaway       ‘Thames Water Collection, based on Reading

Museum’s exhibits’

4
th

December  2012    A.G.M. Refreshments and short talks by members

All lectures are held at 7.45 p.m. in the old ‘Kings Arms’ Barn;

entry from Kings Road Car Park. All welcome, members free, non-members � 3
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About our next three lecturers

Hugh Granger   - 3
rd

April 2012
Hugh Granger has delighted and informed us with his talks five times in the last fifteen years, on topics 

such as "How Our Language Evolved", and this recently revised talk is about life in an English village of 

1450, seen through the eyes of the Reeve, who was the link between the Squire and the community. It 

covers their customs, farming methods, housing, architecture, family life, diet, pottery and social 

structures and ends with the tale of how a village mystery was solved."

Dr. Gregory Stores   - 1
st

May,  2012
The notion of witchcraft since ancient times, European Witch Crazes, Hunts, Trials and Punishments 

mainly in the 17th century. Folklore about the supposed harmful influence of witches. The attempts to 

protect persons and property against witchcraft by various means such as ritual deposits, symbols/marks 

in old houses, and charms. 

Dr. Stores is a physician and academic (based in the University of Oxford) with a special interest in 

children with neurodevelopmental disorders. He has lectured widely in this country and abroad as well as 

conducting research and publishing extensively. His amateur interests include medieval medicine, early 

buildings and collecting mainly 17th century oak furniture. He has lived in Dorchester for nearly 30 years.

Dr. Mary Lewis - 12
th

June, 2012 - NB change in lecture date !

Analysis of a set of bones redeposited in a medieval abbey graveyard showed that the individual had been 

beheaded and chopped up, and this in turn suggested one of England's more gruesome execution 

practices. Since quartering was generally reserved for the infamous, the author attempts to identify the 

victim and proposes a Royal connection. 

Dr Mary Lewis teaches the method and theory behind the study of human skeletal remains, osteological 

techniques and palaeopathology at undergraduate and Masters level. Mary specialises in non-adult 

skeletal pathology and in the personal identification of children in forensic anthropology. She examines 

the changing pattern of disease in children in relation to socio-economic transitions in the past (Romano-

British to Anglo-Saxon; urban to industrial) with particular focus on metabolic and infectious diseases. 

Graham Jones has been very busy creating the HA&HG website – even whilst away on his mid 

winter break. He’d very much like to make contact with a younger (if possible) group member to 

work with him or her, become familiar with the tasks and take on some of the load, especially 

keeping the web site up-dated. Graham is working on a system, which should enable all us amateurs 

to add items to the web site and make life less arduous for the web master and his dedicated helpers. 

If you are interested, please contact Graham on 576102.

Highlands Lane Excavations - breaking news !
Dave Oliver, chairman of SOAG will be leading an exploratory archaeological dig at No.11

Highlands Lane, starting on Saturday 17
th

March. This is a garden site belonging to one of our 

members. It abuts a field close to the gravel pits of Highlands Farm, which have yielded large 

amounts of Palaeolithic flint tools in the 1960. 

SOAG would welcome HA&HG volunteers to participate in this dig, right on our doorstep, of 

potentially great significance for the future protection of this important prehistoric area. If you are 

interested please contact Dave directly: chairman@soagarch.org.uk or telephone 0118 954 3939. 

For information on practical details please talk to Viv Greenwood. 
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OUTING TO DEVIZES ON SUNDAY 13
th

MAY, 2012   

A Group outing, by shared cars, is planned. This includes a guided walk through the historic town (� 5 

p.p), a buffet lunch especially prepared for us in the Crown Centre located in a former coaching inn (� 8) 

and a visit to the Wiltshire Heritage Museum (� 4); total � 17. John Howard, our former, long standing 

hon. Secretary, now lives nearby and is helping to organize the visit. He has become a volunteer at the 

excellent Heritage Museum and is looking forward to meeting some of his ‘old’ Henley friends again. 

The plans for the second part of the afternoon have yet to be finalized, but may include a visit to an 

archaeological dig in the area, or a visit to the newly revamped Avebury Manor( N.T) or Bowood House 

(privately owned).     

Please, put this date into your diaries and let the committee know if you are interested, either by putting 

your name and whether you are a driver or would like a lift on the list displayed at the back during lecture 

meetings or ring Ruth Gibson on  01491-572271 or e-mail  ruthegibson@hotmail.com. We need to have 

an idea of numbers soon, both for the guided tour as well as the lunch arrangements. 

OXPAST CONFERENCE

All-day conference,  Saturday, 9
th

June 2012 at the D2 Centre, Baptist Church, Market 

Place, Henley. For details of this important Henley event please see attached Flyer. 

Booking early is essential ! 

Guide John Girwan in 

front of a jettied 

building in St. John’s 

Alley.

The collections of the Wiltshire 

Heritage Museum, from prehistoric to 

recent local history, natural history and 

Wiltshire art, are recognized as being 

of national importance. 

Finds from pre-historic sites such as the 

West Kennet Long Barrow, the Bush 

Barrow gold and jewellery from the 

Saxon Roundway Down are just a few 

examples of the large collection. 

The museum is housed in two listed, 

early Georgian town houses in Long 

Street, part of the historic core of the 

town. 

Dear Members, 

This is just a small note to say how much I appreciated being given a copy of the recent VCH 

Red Book on Henley and surrounding parishes on my retirement from the post of Chairman. Thank 

you all so much for the kind thought. 

Ann Cottingham 
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Ewelme this summer  

Since last  Spring 2011, Dr Stephen M ileson, of the Victoria County 

History, has organized fieldwalking, geophys and test  pit t ing in 

Ewelme, in which volunteers from HAHG and SOAG (South 

Oxfordshire Archaeological Group) have taken an act ive part .

10, of a possible 30 test  pits, have now been completed. One of the 

pits yielded significant  finds, including the discovery of the 

substant ial foot ings of a 12Cth major building in the grounds of 

Ewelme school, where more survey work will be carried out  this 

year. 

Further fieldwork is planned once the weather improves, start ing 

with a detailed geophys of Ewelme M anor, where there are plans 

to excavate either this year or in 2013. 

From April onwards, test  pit t ing in gardens in the village will 

resume, as will f ieldwalking in September, once the fields are 

cleared of crops. 

Recording of Ewelme village buildings is also being organized by

Simon Townley and the Oxford Building Record; beginners 

welcome.

Please contact  Viv Greenwood if you would like to be involved with 

any of the Ewelme events.

Above: Test pit in the school’s back garden. Top: View of the mid 15
th

C. school/ 

almshouses and church complex 

‘Discovering Dorchester’: Community Archaeological Project

This project, with funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund has been running for the past 4 years with a 

view to ‘promoting a better understanding of the area’s historical environment and to empower local 

people to take care of it’.  It is a joint venture between Dorchester Abbey Museum, University of Oxford 

and Oxford Archaeology and uses local volunteers and archaeology students from the University for 

excavations in and around the town, usually in July.

Last July work was carried out on the Neolithic cursus at Burcot dating from c3400cal BC. Around 

2900cal BC a small monumental circle was built, centred on the cursus ditch, which had been back-filled 

at this point. In the early Beaker period (c2450cal BC) a grave was dug in the centre of this circle, 

containing a poorly preserved inhumation and a very well preserved Beaker pot.  It is anticipated that 

work this July will continue on the allotments site of the Roman town. 

I will give more information on this as soon as it is available.

Roger Kendal
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Help find Henley’s ‘lost’ Heritage Trail 
Eleven numbered stone slabs are located in the historic core of Henley,

provided by the Town Council several decades ago to form a

heritage trail. Apparently the then Tourist Information Office handed

out leaflets to explain the various points of the trail. The ‘Henley in 

Bloom Committee’ is looking to highlight Henley’s historic heritage

and we suggested reviving the trail as one possibility. For this we need 

to locate all the slabs from Nos 1 - 11, but have only found Nos. 2 (photo), 

4, 5, 6, 7 &10 so far. Can you keep your eyes open and give Valerie Alasia 

or Ruth Gibson a ring if you locate the missing 1, 3, 8, 9 & 11 please? 

H.A&H.G.   Officers and Committee members:

Chairman & Newsletter editor Valerie Alasia   01491 575679

Hon secretary & Buildings recording  Ruth Gibson      01491 572271

ruthegibson@hotmail.com

Treasurer Peter Anderson  01491 412531

Web master Graham Jones     01491 576102

jgtjones@o2.co.uk

Lecture secretary Martin Cresswell 01491 572640 

m.cresswell780@btinternet.com

Archaeology liaison Viv Greenwood   01491 413544

vivgreenwood@gmail.com

Roger Kendal 01189 722201 kendalwoodbury@supanet.com

Pam Syrett 01491 574983 pamsyrett@btinternet.com

Derek Toms 01491 576150 derekt@gotadsl.co.uk

Membership Secretary Hilary Fisher      01491 575216

kpfisher@compuserve.com

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SOAG lectures: - held at Goring Heath Parish Hall, Whitchurch Hill at 7.30 for 7.45 – 9.30 pm

22
nd

March 2012:       Tim Allen ‘ A road through the Past: prehistoric, Roman and medieval 

discoveries on the A2 in North West Kent’ 22
nd

April, 2012

Sunday 2.00-5.00 p.m. AGM and Review of SOAG Archaeology 2011-12

C.BA. South Midlands  are holding their Spring Conference on 21
st

April 2012 at St Edburg’s 

Church Hall, Old Place Yard, Bicester OX26 6AU under the title Community Archaeology. 
For more details please find a copy of their programme and booking details on the table in the Barn.


