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Bournes Farm Barn, Binfield Heath
Parish: Shiplake

This investigation was carried out by kind permission of the Phillimore
Estate.

First mention of 'Bornes Farm' is in the 1678 Poor Rates when John
Breach had to pay 7 sh ( the rate was 4 sh per yard land). - Bones
Lane, the ancient track which runs alongside the farm, bears the same
name, as do several fields.

According to the 1841 Tithe Records it was farmed by K. Bullock and be-
longed to Mary Ann Vaugham. He lived in a house some distance away.

The house, which from its proximity to the barn seems to be the old
farm house, is a timber framed building with thatched roof of probably
loth century date, now a public house. It is first mentioned in the
churchwardens' accounts in 1764 as a public house.

Mr. Keeble was the tenant farmer from 1948 until about 3 years ago.

He took over the tenancy when Lady Phillimore offered it to him. He
started off with 20 'rented' milk cows, eventually increasing his milk
herd o 70. Initially he used the old milking parlour in the outshut
which runs the length of the south wall of the barn. The cows were fed
from the barn through openings inserted in the stud wall. A railway track
helped with the removal of dung from the manure passage. In the 50s he
had a very up-te-date milking parlour built from breeze-blocks.

He described the land as being very poor and lacking water. - The water
supply for the farm came very probably from the pond marked on the

1913 0S map just in front of the "Bottle and Glass" P.H., now a car park.

Architectural evidence

The barn had originally three bays with a central threshing floor. The
sole plate rests on a very low brick and flint plinth, only Jjust raising
it above the ground. The trusses are of queen strut to the collar con-
struction with clasped purlins. It is weatherboarded outside, some panels
are very large and irregular. Two unequal bays of timber framing with
brick nogging were added on each side. Here the timbers rest on a sub-
stantial brick and flint plinth of ca. 0.50 m. Both ends are half hipped.
A porch was added on the northern side.

"
Thr chmg
Floor

il C.\\/u Probab le Deue‘opmznt

— not fo scale—




eguliar in 1a and sglze
1 XKCS ( Uecd F UaU/
L
A\ " ~ T » N < - \ ¥
Many timbers sho igns of alteratioc ind repairs. There is a lot
0O X i1ron oNi near = Clle. rc C P ST1LLIL O

1O , A v 10T Ol VLA O Jd ki L1NE .
T barn i 0 lor used, and Bournes Far i its many old and
1 3 . o, ; 4 e + 2ea de
DUl 1ngs 1 10 longer a i1arm 1n 1T own 1 o L JUusSt use
torage rpoOsece.
cordaerc hyre "+t ine T T ) = 1o 4 Y
OCCOIUCU DVenAe LOU LLILE s e O Je NOWAI iy De L 110 . e LD SOIL
~NCY T Nty e T2 henn
Eeport Dys:s e LG1DSON

A copy of this survey will go to the Royal Ménuments Commission,
Londen, and a further copy to the Oxfordshire County Museum, Woodstock.
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