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VERNACULAR BUILDINGS RESEARCH

HENLEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL GROUP

Parish/County: Henley-on-Thames Owner:

Mr. & Mrs. David Welsh

Street and House name: Tel No: 574963

59 Market Place, ‘The Malt House’ Recorder:  

Ruth Gibson

Date: Site visit 7.6.07

Listing grade and entry text:  Grade  II

No 59 is listed together with No. 61.  ‘18
th

century fa�ade. Red brick with grey headers to older 

buildings.  Stucco bands between floors. Coved wood cornice, old tiled roof. 2 storeys and attic, 

3 windows, all sashes with cased frames and glazing bars including 2 storey bay with cornice 

carried round at head. 2 gabled dormers. Architrave surround to door under panelled and 

moulded door hood’

NB No 61 is described ‘as No. 59, evidently both formed one house’ .   This is not borne out 

by the internal inspection of No. 59, nor by the map evidence of 1878, which shows two long 

burgage plots.  There is equally no evidence of an ‘older building’ behind the brick fa�ade of 

No. 59. 

Also no mention has been made of the two-bay timber framed malt house in the garden, which is 

a curtilage building,  probably earlier than the front double house. See report below. 

Known history, possible ownerships and architectural evidence:

The building appears to have been used in conjunction with Nos 55/57 for some time (now the 

Henley Baptist Church and Melbourne House) on the east side, although of quite different build. 
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The end of the long extension to Melbourne House was a malt house, now demolished) and is 

still marked as such on the 1878 OS map.

In addition to the above information there are documents on: 

Sales particulars of 3.11.1874 advertising the Sale in 2 Lots of:

LOT 1:  A FREEHOLD SHOP AND PREMISES AND A MALT HOUSE; 

LOT 2:  A FREEHOLD DWELLING HOUSE – on the west side of Lot 1

Both were owned by Mr. Dobson with an indenture and conveyance dating to June 1826, when 

Wm. Dobson, the father of the seller, acquired them. Whilst Mr. Dobson apparently lived at 59,

the shop and malt house were let to two different tenants. One therefore presumes that the malt 

house was still in use at that time. 

A Conveyance of 1877 by J. Sharp to Samuel Gustage acting on behalf of the Baptist Church, 

which then acquired both No 57 and No. 55 Market Place has a detailed plan attached, which is 

very informative, as it shows the buildings of the former maltings in great detail, including the 

location of the Kiln, next to the house, the Cistern & Couch as well as the long Malthouse. This 

did not include the small brick/flint and timber framed two-bay malthouse we have been 

recording. On the 1877 conveyance plan it is marked clearly marked as belonging to Miss

Townsend of No 59 Market Place, very much as now.

No 53 No.55       No 57          No. 59      No.61

Market Place, Henley 

Site plan, part of 

Conveyance

of No 57 Market Place

Henley-on-Thames

in 1877 between 

J. Sharp maltster and S. 

Gustage, solicitor 

acting on behalf

of the Baptist Church.

NB. The present ‘Malt 

House’ is in the white 

square with ‘Miss’ 

written in it. 
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With regard to the malt house mentioned in both sales particulars, in the conveyance and on 

the1878 OS map, it looks as if now only one small building of the many which once formed part 

of the large malting complex survives, thanks to it becoming an ancillary building to No. 59, as 

does the large square garden, which extends as far east as 53 Market Place, occupying the 

former burgage plots of Nos 55-57. The sales particulars of 1874 clearly already describe the 

large garden behind LOT 1 as belonging to LOT 2, i.e. 59 Market Place; very much as now.

There is still a blocked doorway in the tall, rear (south) brick boundary wall, which separates the 

grounds of the church and Melbourne House from the rear garden of No.59.  The survival of the 

small malt house is therefore significant with regard to the history of the buildings fronting 

Market Place as well as being a possible relic of the Henley malting trade, once its main 

domestic as well as export industry. 

Sales particulars of May 1933 advertise a ‘valuable freehold residence known as THE MALT 

HOUSE, being No. 59 Market Place’. This clearly describes the existing house as well as

referring to the ‘OLD MALT HOUSE’  which is located in the back garden. The property was 

let on a seven year lease for � 65 p.a. at that time. 

No. 59 is a purely domestic building, with all the modern comforts of a town house dating to the 

second half of the 18
th

century; i.e. fire places in all rooms and a central staircase accessed from 

a central hall way, increasing circulation as well as giving privacy to the various rooms. The 

floor to ceiling panelling of the largest ground floor reception room added to the comfort as well 

as being only just still in fashion in a county market town.

The large cellar with direct access from the street for the delivery of coal and other goods is 

another important improvement. The tuck pointed brick work as well as the stucco key stones 

and plat band all show that this as well as its neighbour are buildings of quality.  

The two had been built by John Tyrrell, Esq., deceased, not long before 1779 according to a 

deed of that date. The deed also includes a tenement and Malthouse with Hop Gardens, ground 

and appurtenances adjoining below on the east side.

When the Baptist Church was built in 1887/88 only Melbourne House survived, its neighbour on 

the east side was demolished as well as all the outbuildings. It lacks the feel of a domestic 

building. The large ground floor room is accessed by double doors and has a wide passage from 

there to the rear, where the former circa 150 feet long outbuilding stood. A long through passage

from the street on the east side leads to the back, clearly built for the purpose of transporting 

goods to the industrial buildings at the back. The O.S. map marks it as an open passageway 

between the former 55 and 57, but now it has a front door and is blocked at the back by a 

modern extension. .

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Building date, datable alteration and additions:  House second half of the 18
th

century; malt 

house circa 1600-1650.

Map ref., date of 1
st

map, type of plot: 1878 O.S. map

Type and use of building: Dwelling house

Plan form/position in street: Double pile, parallel to street. Part of a pair. It is unlikely that it 

was part of a larger house together with No. 61 as suggested in the List description, but very 

likely built at the same time as a pair.  No. 59 has a long, single storey, 19
th

century extension at

the back.  – Some 150 feet down the garden in line with the eastern brick and flint boundary 

wall stands a two bay, brick/flint and timber framed outbuilding, formerly used as a malthouse. 
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The dwelling house consists of an entrance hall with two front rooms off it. Behind the eastern 

one, now used as part of the entrance hall, the former wall having been removed, is the staircase 

and utility room behind. There are two 1.10 m deep cupboards, accessed from the stairs’ two 

half landings. This appears to be part of the overlap of the front room and stack into Melbourne 

House, which one can identify on the O.S. Map. The roof configurations between the two 

buildings as seen from the front and the back also suggest some kind of link between the two.

Behind the front living room on the western side is the dining room, formerly used as a kitchen. 

The single storey rear extension accommodates the present kitchen and breakfast room. 

Description of front elevation (height, windows, entrances, shop front etc):

The slightly off-centre door is reached via three stone steps. A modern hand rails replaces earlier 

iron ones, of which there are small remnants in the stone steps.  It has 6 panels and a plain, 

rectangular fan light, with a flat timber hood. Both may have once been more elaborate. The 

sash windows have 6 over 6 panes, no horns; those of the double storey bay have 2 over 2 panes 

in the canted side lights. The two top windows have stucco key stones in their brick arches. 

There is a stuccoed plat band or string course between the ground and first floor, which extends 

to No. 61.

Walling material:

(give brick sizes, bond, colour; timber frame type; render or stucco; stone types and 

finishes)

Flemish bond brick work with tuck pointing. Some burnt/grey bricks are used. Quoins and 

windows surrounds are in red bricks. The first floor windows have rubbed brick arches and 

stuccoed key stones 

Roof shape: Hipped with side extension to hip bridging gap between 59 and 57

Roof covering: Clay tiles

Chimneys: Location on roof and materials :  Four-flue brick stack rising from just behind the 

apex to the right of the front entrance. It serves two ground floor and two first floor rooms. A 

two-flue stack rises from the link roof on the east side and appears to be a later insertion; this 

serves the g.f. corner F.P. and the former first floor F.P. above. It may also have served a former 

F.P. in Melbourne House, where there are the remains of a hearth in the west boundary wall. 

Internal evidence
Cellar: This is accessed from the rear of the stair bay via brick steps and a brick vaulted 

corridor. Access to it from the street via a basement window below the bay for unloading goods 

directly. Relieving arch under main stack.  

Ground Floor: (see sketch of lay out ) A typical 18
th

century double pile house with central

windding staircase rising behind the narrower, eastern bay. The entrance door would very 

probably have led into a narrow passageway originally, but this dividing wall has been removed 

turning the smaller of the two front reception rooms into a hall/reception area with the 

passageway from there to the staircase, rear rooms and back door, which now leads into the 

single storey rear extension. 

There is panelling in the western, main reception room, which consists of deal panels from floor 

to ceiling, with short, square panels at the bottom, dado rail and tall panels with bolection 

moulded cornice. The F.P. has two rectangular panels which form the overmantle above. The 

panelling has been replaced and repaired in various areas but is consistent with an early or mid 

18
th

century building date, after which full panelling began to fall out of fashion. 
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Fire places: (location and type) Four fire places with a common stack located in the central 

part of the house are located in the 4 western rooms on the g.f. and 1
st

floor. Only the front g.f. 

one is still in use of the four. It has a cambered brick arch and replacement wooden, moulded 

surround with a two part overmantle, which is part of the panelling scheme of the room. There 

are two additional fire places in the eastern rooms, which may be later insertions or connected 

with former fire places in the west wall of No. 57, sharing a stack. The corner one in the g.f. 

reception room is still in use with a modern fire surround; the first floor one is blocked. –

Unfortunately there are no original fire place surrounds in the house to help with dating its 

construction 

Stairs: (location and type) Central location, on eastern side of house. An elegant winder 

staircase, which rises from g.f. to attic with separate cellar stair below. The balustrading appears 

to have been partly replaced in the late 19
th

or early 20
th

century, as it appears to be late 

Victorian up to first floor level rather than Georgian. It is of good quality turned balusters, newel 

with a ball finial and moulded hand rail. From first to second floor the original 18
th

century 

staircase survives with its tapered, turned balusters with a square unturned section in the centre

and plain, square newel post with a round moulded cap on it, very much like that in 

neighbouring No. 61. 

Upper Floors: The first and second  floors have the same lay-out as the ground floor with four 

rooms each. The eastern first floor room has an attractive built-in display cupboard with 

moulded shelf, a very typical Georgian feature, occupying the space next to the blocked fire 

place. 

Attic: Roof structure – trusses, special features if any.  There is very little visible in the roof 

space apart from the pegged and jointed rafters.

� Ruth Gibson  BA hons, IHBC

18
th

June, 2007
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The Old Malt House

This is a modest, two bay building some 150 feet down the garden in line with the tall brick 

wall, which divides Nos. 59 and 57. 

It is built of flint with brick quoins up to first floor level, above which it is a traditionally timber 

framed structure. There is a short section of plinth in the west wall, near the south/west corner, 

otherwise the flint work rises straight from the ground. The flints are partly field and partly 

chalk (dug) flints; the bricks are of regular size, mostly 2 �”, still hand made, but mass produced 

and cheap enough to be used for outbuildings.

The timber frame consists of two bays, divided by tie beams with queen struts up to the collars. 

These clasp the purlins to the principal rafters. All tie beams have arch braces to the posts, some 

are straight, others curved. The central truss has evidence of former wattle staves with empty 

mortises and holes remaining, evidence of a former partition. Some wind brace between 

principals and purlins survive. The horizontal plates on which the posts and studs sit, was 

probably the mid rail of a more complete timber framed structure. They are not tenoned into 

each other; at the north east corner one can clearly see one resting above the other with a gap  

(filled in with tiles ? – by the looks of it) whilst at the south-west corner this plate or rather mid 

rail is tenoned into the post, which extends below it, where it was cut off.  
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South-west corner post, cut off and resting on inserted brick pier instead of on a timber

plate – not a traditional way of securing the post of a timber framed building.  

In the northern bay there is an inserted timber structure consisting of narrow studs, which form a 

funnel to a circular hole ( now tiled over ). Lines of former nailed on laths remain, showing that 

the inside of this funnel had been plastered. Some blackening of the flint work at ground floor 

level is consistent with this being used as a kiln. No evidence of a former malting floor or 

furnace remain. 

A floor, inserted into the southern bay and part of the northern bay is reached by a companion 

type stair. This is supported by a central beam supports an axial beam, which in turn supports the 

joists. All ceiling beams and joists rest on the flint walls, but have bricks inserted below to 

support them more securely. The central beam is clearly re-used as it has a chamfer and stops on 

its upper face. The joists may also be second hand; only some of them have chamfers. They have 

cellular carpenter’s markings. 
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There are two plank doors with strap hinges hung on unusual iron pintels; one opening into the 

garden of No. 59 and the other into what must have once been the garden of No. 57. They 

appear to be of the late 19
th

century and may replace earlier doors, put in once the building was 

no longer a working structure. 

Its first construction date of the building may be around 1600 but could be as late as 1700 since 

outbuildings continued to be built in the traditional timber framed way longer than dwellings. 

Only the brick and flint wall, on which the ceiling joists of the later floored over bay rest, is late 

18
th

or even 19
th

century judging by the brickwork and the way the flint walls rise directly from 

the ground without the traditional plinth. This is a clear indication, that the masonry ground floor 

is an alteration – and a very substantial one – to an industrial use.   

This building has been carefully recorded by members of the OBR, Oxford Buildings Record,

on 18.8.07. For more details, please, see separate report. 

� Ruth Gibson BA hons, IHBC


